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"  After  the  omnipotence  of  lord 
<c  Bute  in  1761  had  forced  Mr.  Pitt 
"  to  retire  from  his  Majelty's  Coun- 
"  cils,  and  the  caufe  was  declared 
"  bv  himfelf  to  be  our  conduct  rela- 
<c  tive  to  Spain,  I  had  the  happinefs 
"  of  fetting  that  affair  in  fo  clear  and 
"  advantageous  a  light,  that  he  ex- 
"  preiled  the  mofr,  entire  fatisfaclion, 
"  and  particular  obligations  to  my 
"  friendship."  See  Mr.  Wilkes's  Let- 
ter to  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON     THE 

PAPERS 

RELATIVE    TO    TIM** 

Rupture  with  S  P  AIM. 

Dear  Sir,  March  9,  1762. 

IMuch  regret  that  it  is  not  yet  in 
my  Power  fully  to  gratify  the  Cu- 
riofity  you  exprefs  of  feeing  a  I  the  Pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Rupture  'with  Spain, 
The  Subject  is  fo  very  interefting, 
that  I  am  not  furprized  at  your  Impa- 
tience. My  Concern  is,  that  fo  much 
is  withheld  from  the  Public,  and  that 
a  Perfon,  uninformed  as  I  am,  can- 
not pretend  with  Clearnefs  to  unra- 
vel the  Thread  of  a  Negociation,  de- 
A  2  fignedly 
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fignedly  kept  intricate  and  emba null- 
ed. I  fear  you  will  find  fome  Things 
rather  obfcurej  but  I  will  endeavour 
to  pour  all  the  Light  1  can  on  the 
Subject,  and  to  diffipate  every  Cloud 
of  Obfcurity  which  is  meant  to  cover 
it.  Had  the  Public  been  gratified 
with  a  Sight  of  the  Memorials  and 
Papers  relating  to  the  Demand  or 
Liberty*' to  the  Spanifo  Nation  to  fifli 
on  the  Banks  of  Ntiijoundland  {a 
Matter  held  facred*),  and  to  the  other 

Claims, 

*  You  will  again  on  this  Occafion  let  Af.  Wall 

dearly  underjland,  That  this  is  a  Matte*  held /acred ; 

and  that  no  Concefjion  on  the  Part  of  his  Majejly,  ft 

dejirudive  to  this  true  and  capital  lnterefl  of  Great 

Britain,  will  be  yielded  to  Spain,  however  abetted  and 

ftpported.  Mr.  ?\tt's  Letter,  p.  3.  With  regard  to  the 

Newfoundland  fijberjt  M.  Wall  urged,  What  hod 

principally  given  Offence  here  as  to  that  Article,  was 

my  being  fo  frequently   ordered  to  declare^  and  the 

Conde  de  Fuentes  having  been  as  often  told,  that 

England  would  nroer  hear  of  that  inadmiffille  Pre- 

ten/ton.     Lord  Briftol'j  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 

inont,  Dec.  6,   1761,  p.  53-  J, 

l  he 
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Claims,  equally  unjuft,  made  by  the 
Count  de  Fuentes,  which  were  moved 
for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
nth    of    December   laft,    we    might, 

with 

The  Declaration  of  the  Count  de  Tuentcs,  that 
Mr.  Pitt's  ordinary  and  lait  Anfwer  was,  "  That 
he  would  not  relax  in  ar.y  thing,  till  the  Tower 
of  London  was  taken  Sword  in  Hand,"  p.  45.  is 
undoubtedly  a  grofs  Mifreprefentation.  That 
Expreffion  muft  have  been  confined  to  the  Spanifh 
Claim  of fijhing  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  for 
it  is  apparent  from  thefe  Papers,  than  Mr.  Pitt 
was  ready  to  make  greater  Conceflions  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Friendship  of  Spain,  that  any  forrrer 
Minifter  had  ventured  to  offer  j  witnefs  the  Pa- 
ragraph in  Lord  Brifol's  Letter  of  Augufl  31-, 
p.  8.  Laflly,  concerning  the  Difputes  about  the 
Coafl  of  Honduras,  I  could  add  nothing  to  the  re- 
peated Declarations  1  had  made  in  the  King's  Name, 
of  the  Satisfaction  with  which  his  Mcjejly  ziould 
receive  ar.y  jufi  Overture  from  Spain  (upon  Condi- 
tion  that  France  zvas  not  to  be  the  Channel  cf  that 
Conveyance)  for  terminating  amicably,  and  to  mutual 
Satisfaction,  every  reafonable  Complaint  on  this  A  fat- 
ter,  by  propojing  feme  equitable  Regulation  for  fecu- 
ring  to  us  the  long- enjoyed  Privilege  of  cutting  Log- 
wwd  (an  Indulgence  confirmed  by  Treaty,  and  of 
A    3.  courfi 
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with  a  tolerable  Degree  of  Accuracy, 
have  known  fomething  more  of  the 
Merits  of  the  prefent  Quarrel  with 
Spain.  Not  one  of  thefe  appears, 
nor  have  we  any  Paper  or  Memorial 
from  Spain  (not  even  that  delivered 
to  Lord  Bri(hl  in  'January  lad*),  nor 
any  Anfwer  of  the  Couit  of  England, 
(ince  the  AcceiTion  of  his  prefent 
Catholic  Majefty  (important  as  that 
Period  muft  naturally  feem  to  be)  to 
the  lad  Autumn.  In  vain  have  I 
wimed  for  the  famous  Memorial 
which  the  Court  of  Spain  returned 
as  inadmiflible,    that   I    might    have 


61 

COm- 


fflMr/i  authorized  in  the  mofl  f acred  Manner)  ;  nor 
uuld  I  give  flronger  AfJ'urances  than  the  pajl,  of  his 
Majeflfi  fleady  Purpofe  to  caufe  all  E/labliJhments 
on  the  Logwood  Coajls,  contrary  to  the  Territorial 
furijdiclicn  of  Spain,  to  be  removed. 

*  Yet  xvhen  the  Jlile  of  General  Wall's  enchfed 
Paper  is  compared  with  that  ivhicb  was  given  to  mt 
Icjl  January,  /  hope  it  will  appear  there  is  lefs  Pee- 
vijhnefs  at  prefnt  heret  than  what  ivas  Jojhongly 
exhibited fo me  Months  ago,  p.  Ji. 
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compared  it  with  M.  de  Buffys . 
fince  the  late  Minifter  publicly  de- 
clared that  was  the  precedent  he  fol- 
lowed with  refpecl:  to  the  Memorial 
of  Spanifi  Affairs  given  in  by  France. 
It  is  undoubtedly  of  much  Confe- 
quence  to  know  both  the  Matter  and 
ExpreJJions  of  that  Memorial  returned 
by  Spain,  as  it  might  probably  relate 
to  one  of  the  three  Points  in  Nego- 
ciation,  Prizes,  Logwood,  or  the 
Fiftery.  In  the  prefent  Collection 
(which  was  laid  before  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  on  the  29th  of  Janu- 
ary, but  not  Printed  and  delivered  to 
the  Members  till  the  12th  o£Februry)y 
there  is  not  a  Line  previous  to  the 
Memorial  delivered  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  by  M.  de  BuJJy,  July  23,  1761 ; 
nor  is  there  any  Intelligence  from 
Paris,  where  the  Family  Compact  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  Negociated 
and  figned  by  Grimaldi,  and  where, 
it  is  faid,  the  Meafures  to  be  taken 

againft 
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flgainfl  Portugal  were  concerted.     An 
Extract  of  one  Letter  only  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  is  inferted,   which  is  dated  July 
28,  the  Anfwer  to  which  is  received 
September    11.      Not   a   Syllable  after 
that  Period   from  this  Court  to  Lord 
Brijlo!,  till  the  28th  of  Otfcber,  when 
Lord  Egremont    declares  he  opens  his 
Correspondence,  p.    20*.     It  is   indeed 
very    aftoniiliing,   and  gives   no  great 
Idea  of  the  Vigilance  or  Attention  of 
Adminiitration,     that    while     Affairs 
were    fo    critical    between    the    two 
Nations,  no  Directions  for  the  Con- 
dud 

*  How  can  this  be  the  Truth,  when  Lord 
Brijlol  writes,  November  16,  1761.  7  be  Meffen- 
gir  Ardouin,  delivered  to  we  on  the  10th  Tn/fant, 
at  the  Efcurial,  the  Honour  of  your  Lordjbip's  Dif- 
patches  of  the  iStb  pafl,  with  the  fever al  Enclofures 
therein  referred  to  ;  and  by  the  lajl  Poji  I  receiv- 
ed your  Letter  of  the  20th  of  the  same 
Month,  in  which  your  Lordjhip  informed  me,  that 
all  mine  to  the  2\Ji  of  September,  had  been  regu- 
larly laid  before  his  Majejly,  p.  36.  I  fuppofe  the 
Public  could  not  be  trufted  with  all  that  Letter, 
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duct  of  Lord  Briflol  were  fent  to  Ma- 
drid during  fo  long  a  Period  *.  But 
can  it  be  imagined  that  fo  acute,  fo 
well-informed  a  Minifter  as  Mr. 
Stanley  certainly  was,  fhould  not  tranf- 
mit  from  Paris  any  intelligence  of 
that  moll  alarming  Treaty,  which 
was  negociating  all  the  Summer  at 
parts  1  It  appears  by  the  Accounts 
published  by  the  French  Court,  that 
the  Family  Compact  was  ligned  at  Vcr- 
Jailies  the  1 5th  of  Auguji,  and  ratified 
the  8th  of  September.  Lord  Tem- 
ple, in  a  great  aflembly,  did  declare 
that  Intelligence  of  the  higheft  Mo- 
ment relative  to  thefe  Matters  was 
tranfmitted  to  this  Court  before  the 
Advice  in  Writing,  dated  the  18th  of 
September,    which    occafioned   certain 

Refig- 

*  How  is  this  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Lord  Egremont,  Mr.  Plus  Succeflbr, 
that  the  New  Miniftry  will  avoid  every  pcjjible 
Imputation  of  Indeci/ion  or  Indolence,  which  ignorant 
Prejudice  might [uggejl  ?  p.  23. 
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Resignations.  Nothing  of  this  kind 
is  publiihed  in  the  Papers  relative  to  the 
Rupture  with  Spain,  though  undoubt- 
edly Tnteltigence  constitutes  a  mod:  ma- 
terial Part  of  thofe  Papers.  It  we 
have  not  the  Satisfaction  of  fudging 
for  ourlelvesfrom  the  Whole  of  a  Cafe, 
I  will  do  the  late  Minifter  the  Judice 
to  fay,  that  it  cannot  be  imputed  ;o 
him.  He  prefTed  with  honeft  Zeal 
the  laying  before  the  Public  every 
Paper  relative  to  the/Zv  Tears  Negotia- 
tion* with  Spain,  that  the  Juftice  and 
Candour  of  the  Crown  of  England  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  Chicanery, 
Infolence,  and  Perfidy  of  Spain  on  the 
other,  might  be  apparent  to  all  the 
World:    But   this  was  refufed;    for 

*  I  fhould  be  particularly  curiou?,  for  certain 
Reafons,  to  fee  in  what  Manner,  and  to  what 
Extent,  the  Spanijh  Court  had  been  flattered  by 
that  of  London,  with  an  impartial  Difcujicn  cf 
their  DifuUs,  from  the  Year  1754,  before  Mr. 
Pitt  accepted  the  Seals,  p.  53. 

had 
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had  it  been  granted,  all  the  atrocius 
Calumnies  fo  induftriouily  circulated, 
of  his  Averfion  to  Peace,  and  his  En- 
deavours to  perpetuate  and  encreafe 
the  War,  had  been  laid  open  to  Man- 
kind, and  the  Authors  of  them  held 
in  juft  Abhorrence.  I  own  the  Ap- 
peal to  fo  much  written  Evidence, 
fpoke  to  me  the  ftrongeft  Language 
of  Confcious  Integrity,  and  I  was 
charmed  with  an  Example,  which  I 
am  fure  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  draw  from 
any  of  his  PredecefTors  in  this  Coun- 
try.— They  have  ever  fought,  like 
Mr.  Pitt's  Succeflbrs,  to  cover  and 
conceal,  or  at  lead  to  perplex ;  he 
wimes  to  lay  open  and  reveal  to  the 
unerring  Public,  both  the  motives 
and  Actions  of  every  Part  of  his  Ad- 
ministration.— A  Retrofpecl  carries 
no  Terrors  but  to  the  Guilty — to  an 
upright  Minifter  it  muft  give  the 
trueft  Satisfaction — to  the  Public  that 

Con- 
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Conviction  it   has  in  many   Cafes   a 
Right  to  expect. 

I  was  not  a  little  furprifed,  and  I 
own  greatly  concerned  at  the  Alarm 
you  mention,  fpread  every  where  in 
your  Parts,  of  the  melancholy  and 
ruined  State  of  our  Country,  and 
the  neceflity  we  were  under  of  ac- 
cepting almofl  any  Peace.  The  French, 
Lord  Br i(lcl  fays,  have  never  difconti- 
nued  ajfuring  the  Spaniards  of  our  being 
exhaulied  by  the  prefent  long  and  expen- 
five  war,  p.  29  :  and  they  may  add 
that  we  have  thofe  among  us  (but, 
happily  for  this  Nation,  they  are  few, 
and  their  Credit  but  fmall)  who  re- 
pine at  our  SuccefTes,  and  declare  they 
weep  ever,  our  Victories.  This  is  the 
true  Picture  of  that  moil  malignant 
and  infernal  Fiend,  Envy,  fo  well  de- 
fcribed  by  Ovid; 

Vixque  tenet  lacrymas,  quia  nil  lacrsma- 
bile  cemit. 

And 
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And  a  little  before  he  mentions  what 

rankled  at  the  Heart ; 

Sed  videt  tngratos,  intabefcitque  -oidendo 

Succefus  hominis. 
1  doubt  not  thefe  Men  do  very  fin- 
cerely  lament  the  SuccerTes  even  of 
their  own  Country ;  for  I  well  re- 
member the  favourite  Language  they 
held   a  few  Years  ago,    "    Give   the 

"  new   Minifter  the  Reins he  is 

"  equally  impracticable  as  impetuous 

"  in  a  very  fhort  Time  he  muft 

**  annihilate  his  prefent  Credit  with 
lc  the  Public,  from  the  Failure  of 
"  every  Scheme  he  adopts."  Now 
Heaven  has  given  fuch  glorious  Suc- 
cefs  to  upright  Intentions,  and  well- 
digefted  *  Plans,    while  the  reft  of 

their 

*  In  Europe,  Cherbourg,  and  Belle- JjJe ;  in  A~ 
fta,  Pondicberry  ;  in  Africa,  Senegal,  and  Goree  ; 
in  America,  Beau  Sejour,  Louijbourg,  Fort  du 
Quefne,  now  Pitt/burg,  Guadalupe,  &c.  Niagara, 
Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  Quebec,  Montreal,  Do^ 
tyinico,  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  we  may  hope 
B  Marti- 
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their  Countrymen  are  congratulating 
each  other  on  all  our  noble  Conquefts 
and  real  Acquisitions  of  Strength, 
thefe  Men,  as  well  as  our  declared 
Enemies,  are  found  in  Sorrow  and 
Tears.  How  prepofterous  is  fuch  a 
Conduct  ?  Yet  did  not  fome  of  thefe 
very  Men  execrate  thofe  as  Traitors 
to  their  Country,  who  were  not  fired 
with  Rapture  at  the  Victory  of  Cullo- 
denf  A  Victory  as  jufth  dear  to  every 
Friend   of  Liberty  as  any  our  Annals 

can    boaft  

But  let  us  on  the  other  hand  exult, 
and  rejoice  to  lee  how  greatly  this 
Country  now  figures  in  the  unpreju- 
diced Judgment  of  Foreigners,  even 
of  our  Enemies.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nifter  of  Spain  tells  Lord  Bri(lo!y 
That  the  Court  of  London  was  in  the 
mod four ijking  and  mo  ft  exalted  Situation 

Martinico.  Let  me  add  the  Annihilation  of  the 
French  Marine  and  Commerce.  All  during  Mr. 
P/tt's  Miniflry. 

it 
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it  had  ever  known,  occcafioned  by  the 
greatejl  Series  of  Profperities  that  any 
/ingle  Nation  had  ever  met  with,  p.  io. 
Can  we  wonder  after  this,  that  fo 
much  Ahufe,  fuch  grofs  Scurrility, 
on  Mr.  Pitt,  appears  in  Fuentes's  Pa- 
pers ?  Is  it  not  the  higheft  Panegyric  ? 
I  am  perfuaded,  had  the  Direction  of 
the  Briti/h  Counfels  been  fuffered  to 
continue  in  the  fame  Hands,  the  Name 
of  Pitt  had  foon  been  as  much  dread- 
ed at  Madrid  as  it  is  at  Paris,  or  as  it 
is  dear  to  his  grateful  Countrymen. 
I  fpeak  with  the  honeft  Warmth  and 
Pride  of  an  Englijhmai:,  who  really 
feels  with  his  Sovereign  th  *  great  and 
important  Services  *  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
glories  in  feeing  nis  Country  re- 
covered from  the  mofl:  abject  State  of 
Defpair  to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Grandeur 
and  Importance,  as  to  hold  the  firfl 
Rank  among  the  Powers  of  Europe. 

*  Vide  London  Gazette  of  Ofi.  io,  1761. 

B  2  The 
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The  other  Report  you  mention,  that 
the  late  Mmiiter  courted  a  War  with 
Spain,  will  receive  as  full  a  Confuta- 
tion from  thefe  Papers.     I  mall,  from 
among  many,  produce   only  two  Paf- 
fjges,    but   too  exprefs    to  admit  the 
^    kafl  Shadow  of  a  Doubt.    The  firfl  is 
from  the  Concluiion  of  the  Extract 
of  the  only  Letter  we  have   of  Mr. 
P/V/'s  in  this  garbled  Collection.    Af- 
ter the   infolent  Memorial  of  France 
relative   to   Spain  was  delivered  here 
by  M.  de  Buffi,  little  fort  of  a  Decla- 
ration of  a  War  in  Rever/ion,  and  that 
not  at  a  Diflance,  Mr.  Pitt  writes  to 
Lord  Brijloly  In  cafe,  upon  entering  in- 
to Remonflrance  on  this  Affair,  you  fall 
perceive  a  Difpoftion  in  M.  Wall  to  ex- 
plain aivay  and  d/frcow  the  Authoriza- 
tion cf  Spain  to  this  effenfive  TranfacJion 
of  France,  and  to  come  to  cate- 
gorical and  satisfactoryDe- 
clarationsrelatively  to  the 
final  Intentions  of  Spain,  your 

Exce/~ 
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Excellency  mi  ill,  with  Readinefs  and  your 
ufual  Addrefs,  adapt  your/elf  to  fo  defera- 
ble a  Circumftance,  and  will  open  to  the 
Court  of  Madrid  as  handjome  a  Retreat 
as  may  be,  in  cafe  you  perceive  from  the 
Span i (h  Minifier  that  they  sincerely 
wijh  to  find  one,    and  to  remove,  by  an 

EFFECTUAL      SATISFACTION,       the 

unfavourable  Jmprefjions  which  this  Me- 
morial of  France  has  j lift ly  and  unavoid- 
ably made  on  the  Mind  of  his  Majefty, 
p.  3,  4.  Is  this  the  Language  of  a 
Minifier  who  courts  a  War?  Is  it  not 
the  Reverfe  ?  Does  he  not  honeftly 
point  out  the  Means  of  avoiding  a 
War,  yet  with  the  Dignity  and  Spirit 
becoming  a  great  Power,  which  did 
not  tremble  at  the  haughty  Menaces 
of  the  Spaniard? 

The  other  PafTage  contains  the  Tef- 
minony  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont :  M. 
Wall  muft  himfelf  know  that  there  has 
been  a  particular  Delicacy  obferved,  in 
concerting  our  Plans  j  or  military  Opera- 
B  3  tims% 
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(ions,  to  avoid  carrying  Hoftilities  tc- 
Hoards  Objects,  which  might  give  the 
leaft  yealoufy  or  Umbrage' to  the  Court  of 
Spain  ;  and  therefore  his  Majefty  can 
only  cr>nfuler  Juch  unjuft  Suggeftions  and 
growuilcfs  Sufpicions,  as  dt ft itute  of  Pro- 
bability as  of  Proof,  as  a  mere  Pretext, 
in  cafe  that,  contrary  to  all  good  Faith, 
and  the  mo  ft  folemn  repeated  Profefjions 
of  friendly  Intentions,  the  Court  cj  Spain 
fiould  have  meditated  or  refohed  on  Hof- 
tilities again  ft  England,    p.  31*. 

I  think  it  appears  to  demonstration, 
cv:nfrom  thefe  Papers,  that  before  the 
firft  Overtures  of  France  for  the  par- 
ticular Peace  with  England,  Spain  had 
refolved,  at  a  proper  Time,  to  take  an 
efficient  and  openly  hoftile  Part  againfl 
us.  M.  de  Buff's,  in  the  Memorial  re- 
lative  to   Spain,    fo  early  as  July  23, 

*  Mr.  Wall  owned,  how  cautious  we  had  been 
to  avoid  attacking  thofe  Pojfejfions  belonging  to  our 
Enemies,  which  had  any  Conned  ion  with  the  Spanifll 
Territory*     Lord  Brifol's  Letter,  p.  63. 

talks 
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talks  of  the  Engagements,  which  the  one 
and  the  other  Court  may  have  taken  prior 
to  their  Reconciliation,  p.  4.  Mr.  Pitt's 
Letter  of  July  28,  declares,  The  Duke 
de  Choifeul  avows  the  Engagements 
with  Spain,  concerning  our  Difputes  with 
that  Crown,  to  have  been  taken  before  the 
first  Overtures  oj  France  for  the 
particular  Peace  with  England.  The 
firft  Overtures  were  dated  the  26th 
of  March,  1761  *.  Lord  Briftol,  Aug. 
31,  gives  an  Account  of  the  Conver- 
iation  he  had  with  General  Wall,  in 
which  M.  Wall  declared,  that  M. 
BuJ/y's  Memorial  was  Verbati?n  what 
had  been  jent  by  Order  of  the  Catholic 
King  to  Verfailles,    p.  6.  -f*      In  the 

fame 

*  Vide  Memoire  Hijiorique,  &c.  published  by 
the  Court  of  France. 

t  In  the  Paper  of  the  28th  of  Auguft^  Spain 
with  her  ufual  Perfidy  repeated  in  Jnfiver,  that 
fhe  only  confented  that  France  Jhould  take  this  Step, 
p.  15.  This  is  of  a  Piece  with  her  Veracity, 
when  flie  fays,  From  a  frejh  Proof  of  his  pacific 

Spirit, 
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fame  Letter,  p.  u.  The  ft rong  Avowal 
of  a  moft  intimate  Cordiality  between 
Spain  and  France  contained  in  this  lajt 
Production  of  the  Spanifh  Secretary  of 
State  has  hurt  me.  This  Production 
was  the  famous  Memorial  of  the  28th 
of  Auguft,  which  (with  Lord  Brijtoi's 
Letter  of  the  31ft,  and  an  Enclofure) 
was  the  laft  Paper  Mr.  Pitt  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  as 
appears  from  the  Date  of  his  Refig- 
nation,  October  5.  The  Memorial  which 
M.  de  BufTy  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt,  is  a 

Step, 

Spirit,  the  King  of  Spain  wrote  to  the  King  of  France, 
his  Coufm,  that  if  the  Union  of  Inter e/i,  in  any  man-' 
tier  retarded  the  Peace  with  England,  he  contented' 
tofeparate  himfelf  from  it,  not  to  put  any  Obitacle 
to  fo  great  a  Happinefs,  p.  46.  It  is  notorious  in 
France,  that  every  Obftacle  poflible  was  put  to  it  by 
the  Spanijh  Minifter,  in  Conjunction  with  the 
Imperial,  at  Paris,  and  in  reality  Spain  only  wiGi- 
ed  not  to  be  reputed  an  Impediment  to  the  Con- 
clufion  of  a  Peace  between  England  and  Prance, 
p.  55.  Another  Proof  of  her  Veracity  may  be 
feen  in  p.  44.  of  this  Pamphlet, 
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Step,  which  his  Catholic  Majefty  will  not 
deny  has  been  taken  with  his  full  Ccn- 
fent,  Approbation,  and  Plea/are,  Paper 
delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  p.  13. 
which  next  holds  out  mutual  Afjijt.ance> 
as  their  Union,  Friendfiip,  and  Relati- 
GtiJJjip  require  :  then  proceeds  to  a  me- 
nacing Parallel,  It  being  grounded  up- 
on  this,  that  if  Englandy^w  that  France 
attacked  the  Dominions  of  Spain,  parti' 
cularly  in  America,  JJje  would  run  imme- 
diately to  her  Defence  for  her  own  Con- 
leniency,  .  as  well  as  becauf  fhe  had, 
equally  with  France,  guarantied  them  : 
and  concludes  with  a  Simile  of  oblig- 
ing Delicacy  betwixt  crowned  Heads, 
with  regard  to  our  Eftablifhment  on 
the  Logwood  Coaft.  Hard  Proceedings 
certainly,  for  one  to  confefs  that  he  is 
gone  into  the  Houfe  of  another,  to  take 
away  his  Jewels,  and  to  fay,  "  I  will 
"  go  out  again,  but  firfl  you  Jhall  engage 
"  to  give  me  what  I  went  to  take"     So 

much 
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much  for  becoming  Apologies  *  /  p.  16. 
There  is  the  great  eft  Harmony  between 
the  two  Courts  (France  and  Spain),  p. 
14.  Particularly  fince  the  King  (of 
Spain)  fent  your  Excellency  (the  Conde 
de  Fuentes)  to  that  Court  (of  London), 
proving  the  incontejlikle  Grounds  of  cur 
Complaints  and  juft  Cares,  and  repeating 
that  without  fat isfying  them,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  fix  the  good  Correfpondence  of  the 
two  Monarchies,  nor  the  Friendjhip  of 
the  two  Monarchs,  p.  59.  The  Me- 
morial itfelf  prefented  by  M.  de  Buffy, 
July  23,  which  was  Verbatim  fent 
from  Spain,  threatens  a  new  War  in 
Europe  and  America,  //  the  Differen- 
ces of  Spain  with  England  are  not  ad- 
lufled,  of  which,  the  French  King  fays, 
he  fihall  be  obliged  to  partake,  p.  4.  And 

*  This  Paper  is  ftiled  by  Spain,  a  Memorial, 
p.  40,  and  contains  thofe  becoming  Apologies,  on 
the  Part  of  the  Catholic  Court,  mentioned  in 
the  Englijb  Declaration  of  War.  Apologies  equally 
becoming  and  convincing  f 

in 
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in  p.  39,  General  Wall  fays,  What  o« 
ther  DifcuJJion  cf  the  Matter  of  our  Dif- 
putes,  than  what  has  been  agitated*  dur- 
ing f°  I°ng  a  Negotiation ;    what  other 
Expedients  can  be  found  tofave  the  Ho- 
nour and  Dignity  of  the  two  Kings,  that 
have  not  been  propofed  and  exhaujled  in  a 
Contefi  of  fix  Tears  ?  And  again,  p.  40. 
A  Negotiation  fo  flrongly  dif cuffed,  that 
it  has  been  reduced  during  your  EmbaJJy 
(Count  de  Fuentess)  to  the  lafi  Tes,  or 
to  the  lafi  No.     In  p.  60.  What  greater 
Dijcujion,  upon  the  Points  of  our  Dif 
putes,  can  be  made*  than  that  which  has 
been  info  long  a  Negotiation  ?  What  Ex- 
pedients can  be  fallen  upon  now  to  fave 
the  Honour  oj  the  two  Kings,  which  in 
Arguments   and  Difputes   of  fix  Tears 
have  not  occurred?  Lord  Brijlol,  Nov. 
2,  writes,    /  have  long  obferved  the 
Jealoujy  of  Spain  at  the  Britifh  Con- 
quejis  *,  and  am  now  convinced,  that  the 

Con- 

*  It  is  important  to  know  in  what  Terms, 

and 
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Confcioufnefs  of  this  Country *s  Naval  In- 
feriority  has  occafioned  the  *  soothing 
Declarations,  fo  repeatedly  made, 
of  a  Defire  to  maintain  Harmony  and 
Friendfiip  with  England,  p.  29. 

I  be- 

and  at  what  Time,  Spain  firft  manifefted  this 
Jealoufy  ;  as  alfo  in  what  Terms,  and  at  what 
Time,  fhe  renewed  her  Jlale  and inadmifjible  Claim 
to  the  Fifhery,  which,  M.  If  all  fays,  all  Lord 
Briftol's  Injlruclions  had  run  to  declare  their  Claim 
to  be,  p.   27. 

*  In  the  London  Gazette  of  Saturday,  OSIober 
10,  1761,  which  firft  announced  Mr.  Pitt's  Re- 
signation, fthe  Notice  of  which  was  purpofely 
omitted  the  preceding  Tuefday,  for  Reafons  I  will 
not  now  enter  into)  is  an  Article  dated  Madrid, 
September  4,  A  Report  having  been  lately  fpread 
here,  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  laji  Letters  from 
France,  as  if  there  was  Reafon  to  apprehend  an  im- 
mediate Rupture  between  our  Court  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  ;  we  under/land,  that  the  Spanifli  Minif- 
tcrs,  in  a  Ccnverfation  which  they  had  lately  with 
the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Embaffador  Extraordinary  from 
his  Britannic  Majcfly,  expreffed  their  Concern  there- 
at, and  declared  very  explicitly  to  his  Excellency,  that 
on  the  Part  of  their  Court,  there  was 

not 
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I  believe  I  may  even  from  thefe  Pre- 
mifes  take  it  as  proved  beyond  Con- 
tradiction, that  Spain  had  come  to  a 
final  Refolution,  and  only  waited  for 

fome 

NOT  THE  LEAST  GROUND  FOR  ANY  SUCH  AP- 
PREHENSIONS,  as  the  Catholic  King  had, 

AT  NO  TIME,  BEEN  MORE  INTENT  UPON  CUL- 
TIVATING a  good  Correspondence  with 
ENGLAND,  than  in  the  present  Con- 
juncture. 

General  Wall,  in  relation  to  this,  declares, 
p.  38.  1  do  not  remember  any  thing,  at  this  time, 
more  particular,  than  on  an  infinite  Number  of  other 
Occaftons  ;  neither  do  J  myfelf  comprehend  the  Motive 
for  heightning  this.  And  again,  p.  59.  1  do  not 
remember  having  made  it  then  in  a  more  particular 
manner  than  at  many  other  times,  neither  do  /compre- 
hend the  Motives  for  their  making  fuch  a  Point  of  it. 
The  motives  for  the  heightning  and  making  fuch  a 
Point  of  it,  are  well  underftood  at  London,  tho' 
not  at  Madrid.  Mr.  Pitt  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  the  Dupe  of  thefe  foothing  Declarations, 
which  were  only  the  fame  Lord  Brijiol  had  juft 
before  given  from  M.  Wall,  in  his  Letter  of  the 
31ft  of  Augufl.  His  Catholic  Majejlys  Difpofititn 
and  Profejfvms  had  invariably  been  the  fame,  and 
C  were 
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fome  favourable  Events  to  throw  oft* 
the  Mafk  of  Deceit  and  Treachery. 
The  Denouement  quickly  followed, 
tho'  probably  rather  fooner  than  Spain 
hcrfelf  intended.  Lord  Briflol  ex- 
plains the  true  Reafons.  In  his  Let- 
ter of  Sept.  2r,  which  was  received 
here  Ocl.  i6,  he  fays,  A  Mefjenger  ar- 
rived at  St.  Ildephonfo  lafl  Week,  with 
the  News  of  the  fafe  Arrival  of  the  Flota 
in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  p.  ]  7.  In  the 
Letter  of  Nov.  2.  Two  Ships  have  late- 
ly arrived  at  Cadiz,  with  very  extraor- 
dinary rich  Cargoes  from  the  We  ft- In  - 
dies;  so  that  all  theWealth 

THAT  WAS  EXPECTED  FROM  SPA- 
NISH   AMERICA    IS    NOW     SAFE     IN 

Old  Spain,  p.  29.  And  again,  p. 
35.  Eleven  large  Ships  of  the  Line,  now 

were  ever  meant  to  cement  and  cultivate  the  Friend' 
Jhip  fo  happily  fubfifling  between  our  two  Courts,  p. 
II.  Is  it  poflible  to  think  the  Adminiftration 
was  deceived  I  or  did  they  mean  to  deceive  the 
Public  ? 

kin 
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lying  at  Ferrol,  are  rigged,  manned,  and. 
ready  to  put  to  Sea  at  a  Jhort  Warning, 
together  with  two  Frigates,  one  of  which 
is  bound  to  the  South  Seas,  with  Can- 
non-ball,  Powder,  and  many  other  Im- 
plements of  War.  By  advices  from  Bar- 
celona, I  hear  that  two  of  the  Catholic 
King's  Ships  of  War  failed  from  thence 
the  End  of  lajl  Month,  with  two  large 
Ships  under  their  Convoy,  leaded  with 
3500  Barrels  of  Gunpowder,  1500 
Bomb-Jhells,  500  Chefls  of  Arms,  and 
a  conjider able  Quantity  of  Cannon-balls  of 
different  Dimenfions,  which  Cargo,  it  is 
imagined,  is  de [lined  for  the  Span i ill 
Weft  Indies.  Many  more  warlike 
Stores  are  ready  to  be  Jhipped  from  Ca- 
talonia. Five  Battalions  of  different 
Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  two  Squa- 
drons of  Dragoons,  are  at  Cadiz,  wait- 
ing their  final  Orders  to  embark  for  A- 
merica.  This  Corps  makes  in  all  about 
3,600  Men,  p.  35.  Lord  Egremont 
fays,  And  his  Majefty  having  after - 
C  2  wards, 
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wards,  (that  is,  between  the  31ft  of 
Augnjl,  and  the  28th  of  Oclober)  re- 
ceived Intelligence,  fcarce  admitting  a 
Dcubt,  of  Troops  marching,  and  oj  mi* 
htary  Preparations  making  in  all  the 
Ports  of  Spain,  judged  that  his  Dig- 
nity, as  'well  as  his  Prudence,  required 
him  to  order  his  Embaffador  at  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  by  a  Dif patch  dated  the  2%tb 
of  Oclober,  to  demand,  Sec.  p.  48. 

General  Wall,  thus  prepared,  at  laft 
comes  out  of  his  Intrenchments  ;  for 
Spain  no  longer  found  her  Account  id 
dijfembling.  She  had  already  taken  her 
Part,  and  the  old  Traffick  of  Words 
and  foothing  Declarations  was  almoft  at 
an  End.     On  *  November  2,  (eight  -f 

Days 

*  This  Letter  cannot  be  too  much  attended 
to,  as  it  ftands  immediately  connected  with  the 
Spanijh  Paper  or  Memorial  of  the  ifldi  of  AuguJI, 
is  explanatory  of  the  real  Purport  of  it,  and  evi- 
dently lays  the  Foundation  of  the  Rupture, 
which  the  new  Miniftry  have  made  with  Spain. 

f  The  Meffingcr  Ardouin  delivered  to  vie  on  the 

10th 
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Days  before  Lord  Brift'J  received  the 
very  firit  *  Difpatches  from  the  new 
Miniflry  in  England.)  His  Lord  (hip 
writes  Word  of  the  furpri 'zing  Change 
in  General  Wall'j  Difcourfe,  and  an  un- 
looked-for Alteration  of  Sentiments,  and 
complains  of  the  haughty  Language  now 
he  d  by  this  Court.  M.  Wall  declares 
the  Conduct  of  England  unwarrantable, 
for  his  Catholic  Majejly  never  could  ob- 
tain an  Anjwer  to  any  Memorial  or  Pa- 
per— that  we  were  intoxicated  with  our 
Succefjes — and  that  it  was  evident  all  we 
aimed  at  was,  firjl  to  ruin  the  French 
Tower,  in  order  more  eafily  to  crufo  Spain, 
to  drive  all  the  Subjects  of  the  Chrijlian 
King,  not  only  from  their  Ifand-Colonies 
in  the  new  World,  but  alfo  to  defray 
C  3  their 

10th  Injlant,  at  the  Efcurial,  the  Honour  of  your 
Lord/hip's  Difpatches  of  the  iSth  pajf,  p.  36. 

*  The  new  Miniftry  never  received  any  An- 
swer to  the  Matter  of  thefe  firft  Difpatches  of 
the  28th  of  Oclober,  till  the  24th  of  December \  a 
Fortnight  after  the  Rupture.  Lord  BrtJloW  Let- 
ter, December  11,  p.  41. 
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their  federal  Forts  and  Settlements  upon 
the  Continent  of  North-America,  to 
have  an  eafier  Tafk  in  feizing  on  all  the 
Spanim  Dominions  in  thofe  Parts,  there- 
by -°  fatlsfy  the  utmojl  of  our  Ambition , 
and  to  gratify  our  unbounded  Thirfi  of 
Co?iqueft  ;  and  afterwards,  that  he  would 
himftlf  be  the  Man  to  advife  the  King  of 
Spain,  fmce  his  Dominions  were  to  be 
overwhelmed,  at  leaf  to  have  them  fei zed 
with  Arms  in  his  Subjects  Hands,  and 
not  to  continue  the  pajjive  Ficlim  he  had 
hitherto  appeared  to  be  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
World,  p.  26.  Now  what  new  Event, 
on  the  Part  of  E?igland,  fince  the  Re- 
signations, had  happened  to  give  Oo 
cafion  to  fuch  a  furious,  futile,  and 
menacing  Declamation  ?  Lord  Brijlol 
writes  indeed,  p.  64.  What  had  occafi- 
cned  the  great  Fermentation  during  that 
Period  at  this  Court,  the  Effects  of  which, 
Ifeltjrom  General  Wall'j  animated  Dif- 
courfe  at  the  Efcurial,  was  the  Notice 
having,  about  that  Time,  reached  the  Ca- 
tholic 
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tholic  King,  that  the  Change  which  had 
happened  in  the  Englifh  Adminifiration, 
was  relative  to  Meafures  propofed  to  be 
taken  agaiiifl  this  Country  :  But  furely, 
almoft  in  Lord  Egremont's  own  Words, 
p.  32,  ufed  by  Lord  Briflol  himfelf  to 
General  (Vally  the  Notoriety  there  was 
that  every  Thing  in  the  Royal  Council's, 
which  could  tend  towards  the  Interrup- 
tion of  a  friendly  Intelligence  between  cur 
Courts  {which  his  Maje/ly  was  fo  folici- 
tous  to  maintain)  had  alfo  been  avoided, 
p.  62,  with  the  confequential  Rejigna- 
tions,  mufT:  have  produced  in  found 
Argument  a  directly  contrary  Effect ; 
whereas  the  Notice  fent  by  his  Lord- 
ihip  of  the  Spanijh  Preparations,  and 
his  other  Reafonings,  account  very 
fully  for  the  General's  Animation  at 
that  Time. 

I  think  the  Queftion  then  is  redu- 
ced to  this  fhort  Point,  Does  not  the 
War  with  Spain,  even  in  September, 
appear  to  have  been  unavoidable  ?  Moft 

evidently 
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evidently  fo,  from  all  the  Proofs  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  Pages,  and 
even  from  what  is  given  us  of  Lord 
Briflol's  Letters,  in  particular  that  of 
Auguft  31,  with  the  Memorial  inclo- 
fed,  which  was  received  here  Septem- 
ber 1  r,  and  was,  to  be  fure,  no  fmall 
Part  of  the  Ground,  on  which  Lord 
Temples  and  Mr.  Pitt's  written  Advice 
of  September  18,  to  recal  Lord  Brijlol, 
was  founded.  Every  Practice  of  the 
mod:  civilized  States,  every  Formality 
prefcribed  by  the  Law  of  Nations, 
every  Proceeding  which  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  Rules  of  good  Faith,  could 
require,  might  have  been  obferved, 
and  the  nobleit  Opportunity  of  expe- 
ditioufly  and  glorioufly  terminating 
both  a  French  and  a  Spanifi  War  been 
feized,  which  is  now  irrecoverably 
loft.  The  firmed  Nerves  of  Spain, 
and  with  them  the  laft  Hopes  of 
France,  might  foon  have  been  wither- 
ed, and  the  Britifi  Empire  have  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  greater,  and  more  important, 
Acquifitions,  than  any  it  yet  can  boaft 
from  the  unparalleled,  and  dazzing 
Succeffes,  even  of  this  glorious  War. 

Whoever  confiders  the  fituation  of 
Spain  (unprepared  as  fhe  was  at  the 
time  the  written  Advice  was  given  *) 
with  refpeft  to  her  Ports,  her  Ships  of 
War  in  thofe  Ports,  her  Colonies,  her 
Comerce,  her  own  as  well  as  the  Riches 

*  All  Advices  concur  in  proving,  that  the 
State  of  Spain  was  at  that  Time  much  the  fame 
as  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  in  1739.  The 
City  of  Manila  might  be  well  fuppofed  to  have  been 
in  the  fame  defencelefs  Condition  with  all  the  other 
Spanifti  Settlements,  juji  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
liar:  7  hat  is  to  fay,  their  Fortifications  negle 3 'ed, 
and  in  many  Places  decayed  ;  their  Cannon  demount- 
ed, or  ufelefs,  by  the  mculdring  of  their  Carriages  j 
their  Magazines,  whether  of  military  Stores  or  Pro~ 
vifion,  all  empty  ;  their  Garrifons  unpaid,  and  con- 
fequently  thin,  i!l-ajfecled,  and  difpirited ;  and  the 
Royal  Chejls  in  Peru,  whence  alone  all  thefe  Difor- 
ders  could  receive  their  Redrefs,  drained  to  the  very 
Bottom.  Anfon's  Voyage,  Quarto  Edition  of 
1748,  p.  3. 

of 
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of  France  on  board  her  Ships,  can 
never  fufficiently  lament  the  Lofs  of 
an  autumnal  Campaign  *.  If  we  add 
that  the  Fleet  of  England  was  at  no 
Time  fo  formidable,  her  Seamen  ne- 
ver fo  full  of  Spirit,  and  flulhed  with 
repeated  Victories,  in  Europe  only  up- 
wards of  140  Ships  of  War,  in  the 
other  Parts  of  the  World  above  100 
more,  we  mufl  fink  in  Amazement  at 
our  Supinenefs  and  Neglect  of  fo  cri- 
tical a  Period,  after  fo  long  Tamenefs 
under  Injuries.  I  will  add  long  Tame- 
nefs under  Injuries  •,  for  I  think  the 
Conduct  of  Spain,  even  during  the  fix 
Years  Negociation,  was  fo  grofsly  par- 
tial to  our  profeffed  Enemies,  as  would 
have  jurtified  any  overt  Acts  on  the 
Side  of  England,  from  every  Princi- 
ple of  Juftice  ;  but  Motives  of  Mo- 
deration and  Policy  retrained  us.    The 

*  Part  of  the  Preparations  flnce  made  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  may  be  feen  from  Lord 
Brif.oW  Teftimonv,  p.  23,  of  this  Pamphlet. 

Affair 
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Affair  of  the  Antigallican  was  alone  of 
fuch  Magnitude,  as  to  have  called  for 
Reprifals  againft  a  Court,  which  a- 
vowed  fuch  grofs  Partiality  and  Injuf- 
tice,  and  committed  fuch  repeated 
Acts  of  the  higheft  Indignity.  Not 
the  lead  Satisfaction  was  ever  offered, 
though  often  demanded.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  followed  by  many  fla- 
grant Ads  of  notorious  Violence.  It 
is  a  known  Fact,  that  both  the  Law 
of  Nations,  and  the  eftablifhed  Cuf- 
toms  of  all  Maritime  States,  have 
been  violated  by  Spai?i  in  every  one 
of  her  Ports,  from  a  declared  Partia^ 
lity  to  the  French.  They  were  treat- 
ed almoft  as  natural-born  Spaniards, 
tho'  the  Family  Compact  did  not  at  that 
Time  fubfift,  and  the  Etiglifi  as  Ene- 
mies, tho'  called  Friends,  to  whom 
the  King  of  Spain  was  ever  declaring 
much  Cordiality  and  Regard. 

Ruinous  indeed  it  may  prove  for 
this  Country,    that   the  Adminiftra- 

tion, 
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tion,  which  for  fo  many  Years  has 
continued  unanimous  in  carrying 
on  the  War  in  Germany,  unanimous 
likewife  in  rejecting  the  Terms  of 
Peace  offered  by  France,  mould  have 
differed  in  Opinion  (if  indeed  they  did 
fo)  with  regard  to  the  glaring  Dupli- 
city, and  hoftile  Intentions,  of  the 
Court  of  Spain  !  It  required  alas  !  no 
great  Scope  of  Judgment,  nor  any 
deep  Sagacity,  to  difcover  the  real 
Views,  p.  24.  of  Spain,  and  that  the 
War  with  that  Power  was  inevitable. 
A  Truth  which  moft  plainly  appears 
from  the  very  Papers  published  to 
conceal  it.  The  only  Queftion  moft 
evidently  was,  whether  we  mould  en- 
ter into  it  with  every  Advantage  on 
our  Side,  or  from  Weaknefs,  Indeci- 
fion,  or  a  delufive  Hope  at  beft,  give 
to  our  determined  Enemy  that  Time 
to  prepare,  which  it  was  notorious  me 
wanted,  lofe  the  Seafon  for  Action, 
and  facrifice  to  the  Imbecility  of  a  few 

more 
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more  la  ft  Words  three  mo  ft  important 
Months,  at  the  End  of  which  we  find 
ourfelves  reduced  to  the  Neceffity  of 
breaking  with  Spain,  exactly  as  we 
ought  to  iiave  done  fo  long  hefore. 
Whoever  can  now  pride  himfelf  in  the 
procraftinating  Advice  he  gave  to  his 
Sovereign,  may  he  enjoy  in  full  Luftre 
that  eminent  Glory  of  his  Life  !  If  iuch 
are  the  Glories,  what  muft  the  JDif- 
graces  be  !  I  mean  not  to  draw  any 
uncandid  Picture  of  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration  :  I  am  forry  I  muft  fay, 
that  we  have  had  too  much  Experi- 
ence of  one  Part  of  them,  and  too 
little  of  the  other,  to  be  very  fan- 

guine.     Two   S s   of  S e,  in 

thefe  dangerous  Times,  become  Mi- 
nisters by  Infpiration  !  We  have  as  lit- 
tle Experience  of  them,  as  they  have 
ofBufinefs.  In  no  Department  of  the 
State,  nor  in  Parliament,  has  either 
held  any  Rank  or  Estimation.  But 
thefe  Defects  will  be  amply  fupplied 
D  by 
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by  the  Induftry  and  Experience  of  a 
laborious  Gentleman,  who  has  long  paced 
in  the  Trammels  of  the  State,  with  no 
Ambit i:n  or  Avarice  to  gratify,  A  De- 
claration the  Public  has  heard  repeat- 
edly from  himielf.     He  neither 

Amb U 'tone  mala,  aut  argent;  pallet  amort* 

Hor. 

But  may  the  Dignity  of  the  Cruwn, 
the  Honour  of  his  Majefty,  the  Glory 
of  the  Nation,  and  the  important  Ac- 
quiiitions  made  during  the  late  Mi- 
niftry,  be  fafe  in  their  Hands  !  Their 
Hands  have  been  ftrengthened  in  eve- 
ry manner  they  could  afk  or  with  ; 
and  no  Oppofition  has  been  made  to 
them ;  unlefs  it  is  call'd  Oppofition, 
to  endeavour  to  preferve  the  Confi- 
dence of  our  Allies  once  boundlefs, 
and  to  keep  up  the  high  Spirit  of  the 
Nation  under  the  enormous,  but  ne- 
ceflary,  Burthens  of  the  War. 

In 
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In  no  truly  Britijh  Quarrel,    but  in 
the   Caufe   of  our  Allies,   the  Spanijb 
Marine   was   deltroyed   by   Sir  G  orge 
Byng,  in  1718,  without  any  previous 
Declaration  of  War.     We  were  not, 
in   confequence  of  that  Step,   treated 
in  Europe   as   an   uncivilized    Nation, 
fpurriing  at  all  Laws,  or  as   a  Neft  of 
Pirates ;   but  the   Policy  and  Spirit  of 
the  Meafure  was  univerfally  admired. 
As  to  the   yuftict'  of  fueh   a  Proceed- 
ing,  I  determine  nothing  :   I   leave   it 
to   thofe  State  Cojuifts  who  feized  the 
French  Ships   before  a  Declaration  of 
War*.     The  Intereft.  of  Great  Britain 
was  not  then  immediately  concerned, 
as  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  but  our  Allies 
wimed,    and    obtained,   our   vigorous 
and  effectual  Support.     By  that  deci- 
five    Exertion  of    our  Strength,    the 
Conteft   between    the    two   Nations, 
was   in  Effect  finifhed  almoft  as  foon 
as  begun.     The  impartial  Public  will 
*  Vid.  Memoir e  Hijlorique,  No.  17.  Art.  12. 

D  2  judge 
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judge  for  themfelves,  how   great  the 
Probability   is,  that   the   like   Succefs 
hadfollnved  Mcafures  equally  fpirited, 
preceded  by  a  Declaration  of War \  which 
in   this    Cafe    had  been  founded   on  the 
clear  eft  Principles  of  fujtice  and  Equi- 
ty.    I   am   at  leaft  certain  no  Man  of 
Candour  could  have  cenfured  England 
as    accelerating  precipitately   a    War  *J 
long   refolved   by  Spain,    I    muft   fay, 
too  long  delayed  by  England.     I  ra- 
ther  fear   the  Example  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  late  Meaf tires  -f*  will  be  thought  to 
be  already  forgot  ;  and  as  thofe  Mea- 
fures   were  decried  as   too  bold   and 
daring,  more  feeble,    more   pufilani- 
mous,    lefs  encouraging   to  our    real 
Friends,  lefs  hoftile  to  our  Enemies, 
will  be  found  to  be  adopted.     In  the 
prefent  Cafe,  Lord  Briftol  is  ordered, 
fo  early  as  July  28,  to  come  to  catego- 
rical andfatisfaclory  Declarations  re/a- 

*  Vid.   the  Declaration  of  War  againjl  Spain, 
Jan.  2,   1762. 

t  Vid.  Lord  Egremont'*  Utter,  p.  23. 

ttvefy 
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tively  to  the  final  Intentions  cj  Spain, 
Mr.  Pitt'j  Letter,  p.  3.  to  which  Lord 
Brifiof,  on  the  Part  of  Spain,  never 
returns  either  a  categorical  or 
satisfactory  Anfwer.  The  in- 
gennoiis  General  Wall,  through  the 
whole  Negotiation,  appears  referved 
and  artful  at  lead:,  not  to  fay  full  of 
Duplicity.  At  loft  General  Wall  re- 
plied,. He  had  no  Orders  to  acquaint  me 
with  any  Meafures  but  what  he  had  for- 
merly communicated  to  me  -,  and  fignified 
his  not  being  at  Liberty  to  fay  any  more, 
Nov.  2.  p.  27.  All  that  I  could,  with 
Difficulty,  extort  from  General  Wall  was, 
that  his  Catholic  Majefty  had  judged  it 
expedient  to  renew  ^Family  Com- 
pacts {thofe  were  the  exprefs  Words) 
with  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  —  Here 
the  Spanifh  Mini  ft  er  ft  opt  fort,  and,  as 
if  he  had  gone  beyond  what  he  intended, 
he  [aid,  that  the  Count  de  Fuentes,  and 
M.  Bufly,  had  declared  to  his  Majefty' '$ 
Minijters  all  that  was  meant  to  be 
D  3  commit* 
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communicated  to  them,  Nov.  2.  p.  29. 
Can  any  thing  be  imagined  more  con- 
temptuous, or  more  infolent  ?  But 
what  follows  is  excellent  Spanijh  Hu- 
mour ,  and  the  inimitable  HogartJ^ 
could,  from  thefe  few  Lines,  give  us 
a  mofl  diverting  Frontiipiece  to  the 
Tapers,  if  Administration  did  not  feem 
refolved  no  more  to  employ  Men  of 
fuperior  Parts  and  Genius.  Lord 
Brifol  fays,  1  began  to  flatter  my f elf 1 
might  obtain  the  categorical  Anfiber,  I 
ivas  ordered  to  demand,  without  the  Spa- 
nish Min'fters  fu [peeling  my  ultimate 
Orders.  If  leu  I  ivas  going  out  cf  his 
Room,  h.  took  me  by  the  Ha?:  J,  andjaid, 

!w;  Smile,  he  hoped;    but  there 

be  flapped.  1  qjked  him  wbaf  he  hoped, 

.bt  aljo   hope,  and  that   all 

might  concur  in  the  fame  Hopes  :  But 

Excellency  only  then  bowed,  and  took 
his  Lea  :e,   p.  63.     General  V/all 

is    too   much   of    a   Spaniard  ever   to 
laugh  i    but  his  Smiles  are  very  fignin- 

cant. 
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cant.  Lord  Brifiol  declare?,  M.  Wall 
ever  acted  in  too  ingenue  us  a  Manner  for 
me  to  fufpeel  the  kajt  Duplicity  in  fif* 
Conduct :,  p.  19.  Now  was  he  ever  in- 
genuous and  frank  enough  to  commu- 
nicate to  Lord  Brifiol,  the  leaft  Arti- 
cle of  the  Family  Compact,  or  did  he 
ever  hint  that  fuch  a  Thing  was  in 
Agitation  ?  From  the  Catholic  Kings 
'Very  particular  Partiality  towards  Lord 
Briftol,  p.  66.  I  fuppofe  M.  Wall  was 
ordered  to  fpare  his  Lordfhip  the  Con- 
cern fo  alarming  a  Treaty  muil:  have 
occalioned,  and  only,  from  time  to 
time,  to  ufe  the  foothing  Sounds  of 
Fricndfiip,  Honour,  Cordiality,  Affec- 
tion, &c.  &c.   to  fmi/e,  to  bow,  to  take 

him  by   the   Hand,    and   to •  hope-. 

What  ?  I  know  no  more  than  the  pre- 
fent  Miniflry. 

Lord  Brifiol Teems  totally  uninform- 
ed of  fo  important  an  Affair  as  the 
Family  Compact,  till  long  after  that 
Treaty  was  figned  and  ratified,  and 

only 
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only  a  few  Days  *  before  he  is  told  of 
it  from  England.  October  28,  Lord 
Egremont  writes  to  Lord  Briftol :  His 
Majcfty  cannot  imagine  that  the  Court  of 
Spain  Jl:ould  think  it  unreafonab.'e  to  de- 
fyv  a  Communication  of  the  Treaty  ac- 
knowledged to  hair  been  lately  con- 
ceded between  the  Courts  of  Madrid 
and  Verfailles,  p.  21.  When  was  this 
Acknowledgment  made  ?  Surely  this  re- 
lates to  the  Rupture  with  Spain  ?  Yet 
not  a  Line  of  this  Intelligence  is  a- 
mong  the  Papers. 

By  this  Time,  I  think  it  mud  ap- 
pear how  much  Lord  Briftol,  though 
poliefled  of  real  Talents,  was  deceived 
by  the  Court  of  Spain  -,  a  Court  as  in- 
fidious  as  that  of  France.  Let  me 
next  remark,  how  dextrous  the  new 
Miniftry  here  were  in  endeavouring  to 
deceive  themfelves.  In  the  Anfwer 
delivered  to  the  Count  de  Fuentes,  by 
the  Earl   of  Egremont,  Dec.  31,  it  is 

*  Vide  his  Letter  of  Nov,  2. 

faid, 
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fuid,  The  E?nba[jador  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  by  a  Difpatch  dated  the  28 th 
of  October,  was  ordered  to  demand,  in 
Terms  the  mcfi  meafored,  however,  and 
the  mofl  amicable,  a  Communication  of 
the  Treaty  recently  concluded  between  the 
Courts  cf  Madrid  and  Verfailles,  or,  at 
lea  ft,  of  the  Articles  which  might  relate 
to  the  Inleretl  of  Great  Britain — and— 

TO  CONTENT  HIMSELF  WITH  AS- 
SURANCES, in  cafe  the  Catholic  King 
offered  to  give  any,  that  the  faid  En- 
gagements did  not  contain  any  thing  that 
was  contrary  to  the  Friendflzip  which  fob-. 
Jijled  between  the  two  Crowns,  or  that 
was  pn judicial  to  the  Inter  efts  of  Great 
Britain,  foppo/ing  that  any  Difficulty-was 
made  of  fie  wing  the  Treaty,  p.  48.  The 
new  Miniilry  are  now  got  off  from 
the  true  Ground,  which  was  the  Me- 
morial of  SpanifJj  Affairs  verbatim  fent 
from  Madrid,  and  the  Letter  of  Lord 
Briftc/'s  of  Augufl  31,  with  the  En- 
clofures ;  and  have  confined  their  View 

to 


[  4«  1 

to  the  Tingle  Point  of  the  late  Treaty, 
or  the  Family  Compact.  Every  Thing 
relative  to  the  final  Intention*  of  Spain, 
concerning  which  Lord  Brijtol  is  or- 
dered, in  Mr.  Pitt's  Letter,  fo  early 
as  JuLy  2S,  to  come  to  categorical  and 
fatisfaclory  Declarations,  is  omitted  in 
this  Demand,  and  Lord  Brijloi  is  or- 
dered to  confine  himfelf  to  the  new 
Treaty.  This  I  agree  with  Lord  E- 
greniont,  is  certainly  no  equivocal  Proof 
of  Dependance  on  the  good  Faith  of  the 
Cat  bo  'ic  King,  in  f.  rating  him  an  un- 
bounded Confidence  in  fo  important  an  Af- 
fair, p.  40.  :  How  merited,  we  h  ive 
feen  from  what  paffed  in  the  latter 
Months  of  the  Negociation  ;  and  in 
all  Probability  fhouM  fee  more  gla- 
ringly, if  the  whole  Negotiation,  lince 
the  Acceiiion  of  his  prefent  Catholic 
Majefty,  were  communicated  to  us. 
From  that  unbounded  Confidence  the  new 
Miniftry  entirely  loft  Sight  of  the  mod 
offenfive  and  hoftile  Matter  in  the  Me- 
morial 
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morial  of  July  23,  and  the  Papers  of 
Auguft  31,  attacking  the  Dignity  of 
the  Crown  of  England  in  a  manner 
furely  far  more  unbecoming  and  info- 
lent  than  that  Spirit  of  Haughtincfs 
and  D  if  cord,  which,  fays  M.  Wall,  dic- 
tated that  inconfiderate  Step,  and  which, 
for  the  Misfortune  of  Mankind,  ft  ill 
reigns  fo  much  in  the  Britifh  Government, 
which  made  in  the  fame  Inftant  the  De- 
claration of  War,  and  attacked  the  King 
of  Spain'*  Dignity,  p.  67.  It  is  plain 
they  were  accommodating  themfelves 
at  any  rate  tamely  to  become  the 
Dupes  to  Spain ;  for  all  they  defired, 
by  the  Difpatch  of  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber, was  an  A durance  of  the  Inno- 
cence of  the  'Treaty  in  ^ueflion,  p.  23. 
and  they  pafTed  by  every  Thing  elfe, 
though  of  the  moft  hoftile  Tendency. 
Confcious  of  this,  Xord  Egremont,  at 
the  End  of  his  Anfwer  to  the  Conde 
de  Fuentes,  December  31,  pleads  guilty 
for  himfelf  and  his  Brother  Minifters, 

to 


r  48  ] 

to  the  Charge  that  may  be  exhibited 
againft  them  of  an  intentionally  facile 
and  willing  Credulity,  when  he  fays, 
But  fortunately  the  Terms   in  which  the 
Declaration  *   (Fuentes's)  is  conceived, 
fpare  us  the  Regret  of  not  having  receiv- 
ed it  fooner  ;  for  it  appears,  atfirfl  Sight, 
that  the  Anfwer  is  not  at  all  conformable 
to  the  Demand,     We  wanted  to  be  in- 
formed,  if  the   Court  of  Spain  intended 
to  join  the  French,  cur  Enemies,  to  make 
War  on  Great  Britain  ;  or  to  depart  from 
their  Neutrality  f    Whereas  the  Anfwer 
concerns  one  Treaty  only,   (all  that   was 
afked  by  the  Difpatch  of  the  28  th  of 
October,)  which  is  faid  to  be  of  the  15//6 
of  Auguft;  carefully  avoiding  to  fay  the 
leaf  Word  that  could  explain,  in  any  man* 
ner,    the   Intentions  cf   Spain    towards 
Great  Britain,    or  the  further  Engage- 

*  That  the  [aid  Treaty  is  only  a  Convention  be- 
tween the  Family  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is  no- 
thing that  has  the  leafi  Relation  to  the  prefent  War, 
Fuentes's  Note  delivered  to  Lord  Egremont,  Dec. 
25.  p.  46. 

menti 
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tnents  they  may  have  contrasted  in  the  pre- 
fent  Cri/is,  In  the  Difpatch  indeed  of 
Lord  Egremont  to  Lord  Briftol,  of 
November  19,  in  Anfwerto  Lord  Brif- 
tol's  Letter  of  November  2,  p.  32,  the 
new  Miniftry  amend  their  own  Qnei- 
tion,  and  at  laft  demand  a  precise 
and  categorical  Answer  from 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  relative  to  their 
Intention  with  regard  to  Great  Britain 
in  this  critical  Conjun&ure,  which 
brought  on  the  Rupture  on  the  10th 
of  December,  and  is  precifely  what 
was  directed  by  Mr.  Pitt  fo  early  as 
July  28. 

I  cannot  pafs  by  that  other  Part  of 
Lord  Egremont 's  Anfwer  delivered  to 
the  Count  de  Fuentes  December  31, 
in  which  it  is  faid,  the  Embafador  (of 
England)  having  addrejjed  himfelf  to  the 
Minifter  of  Spain  for  that  Pzirpofe, 
could  only  draw  from  him  a  Refifal,  to 
give  afatisfaclory  Anfwer  to  his  Majef- 
E  "  tfs 
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tys  just  Requisitions*,  which 
he  had  acco?npanied  with  Terms  that 
breathed  nothing  but  Haugbtinefs,  Ani- 
mo/ity,  and  Menace,  and  which  feemed 
fojhongly  to  verijy  the  Sufpicions  of  the 
unamicable  Difpcfifion  cf  the  Court  cf 
Spain,  p.  49,  without  obferving  that 
this  cannot  pofTibly  be  the  real  State 
of  the  Facl,  (though  his  Lordfhip 
but  a  few  Lines  before  fays,  he  will 
confine  bimfelf  to  Facts,  with  the  moft 
fcru^ulous  Exaclnfs)  for  Lord  Egremont 
receives  no  Anfwer  from  Lord  Briftol 

*  The  following  Paragraph  of  Lord  BriJIoPs 
Letter  of  Nov.  2,  p.  25,  demonstrates  that  thefe 
jujl  Requifitions  were  not  made  in  confequence  of 
any  Orders  from  the  Court  of  England :  Such 
Jircng  Reports  of  an  approaching  Rupture  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  grounded  Upon  feveral 
authentic  Afjurances  I  had  received,  that  fame  Agree- 
ment had  been  fettled  andfigned  between  their  Catho~ 
lie  and  Mo/l  Chriflian  Majeflies,  DETERMINED 
ME  to  enquire  minutely  into  this  Affair, 
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*   to  the  Orders  to  make  the  just 
Requisitions  contained  in  his  two 
Difpatches   (of    the   28th  of  October, 
and  19  th  of  November,)  till  the  24th  of 
E  2  Decern' 

*  It  is  remarked  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid, 
publifhed  by  Authority,  in  thefe  Words  :  And 
what  is  morefmgular,  is,  that  they  attribute  the  laji 
Endeavour,  which  they  ordered  Lord  Briftol  to 
make,  and  which  caujtd  the  Rupture,  to  the  Lan- 
guage of  Hauohtinefs,  Animofity,  and  Alenace^ 
with  which  (accord'vag  to  them)  our  Court  anfwered 
to  the  civil  and  amicable  Demand  that  Minijier 
made  in  Confequence  (fay  they)  of  an  Order  of  tl  c 
28th  of  October.  Unfortunately  for  them,  they 
have  not  confidered  that  in  an  Interval  from  the  28th 
of  O&ober  to  the  i/i  or  id  of  December,  the  Day 
upon  which  Lord  Briftol'j  la/t  Letter  arrived,  it 
is  impoffible  an  Exprefs  can  come  from  London  to 
Madrid,  return  to  London  with  an  Anfwer  to  hit 
Difpatch,  and  go  back  to  Madrid  with  the  Reply* 
Gazette  de  Amfterdam  du  Mardi  23  Fcvrier  1762. 
De  Madrid  le  2  Fevrier  1762.  Par  le  meme 
courier,  qui  a  apporte  au  Roi  la  nouvelle  de  la 
refolution  prife  a  la  cour  Britanniqne  de  nous  de- 
clarer la  guerre,  le  Comte  de  Fuentes  a  envoye 
a  S.  M.  un  Memoire  remis  a  cet  Ambafladeur 
avant  fon  depart  de  Londres  par  le  Comte  d'E- 

gremont, 


December,  a  Fortnight  after  the  Rup- 
ture, which  happened  on  the  loth, 
p.  41,  &  43,  except  what  I  will  now 
itate,  which  is  far  from  containing 
the  repeated  and  the  mod  flinging  Rcfu- 
fils  to  give  the  lead  Satisfaction,  p.  50. 
Extract  from  Lord  Bri/Ms  Letter  to 

the 

gremont,  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  S.  M.  Britanni- 
que,  en  reponfe  2  la  declaration  que  le  Cotnte 
de  Fuentes  lui  avoit  donne  par  ecrit  que'ques 
jours  auparavant.  Ces  deux  pieces  ont  ete  infe- 
rees,  par  ordre  de  notre  cour,  dans  la  Gazette 
de  Madrid,  avec  les  obfervations  iuivantes  fur  le 
memoire  delivre  par  le  Comte  d'Egremont.  ■  ■■■■ 
Et  ce  quil  y  a  de  plus  fingulier,  cefl  qu'ils  attribu- 
ent  la  demure  tentative  qu'on  a  fait  faire  au  Lord 
Br'iftol,  et  qui  a  cauje  la  rupture,  au  ton  de  hau- 
teur, d'animofite,  et  de  menace,  avec  lequel  ( felon 
eux)  notre  cour  a  repondu  aux  demanics  honnetes  et 
omiables  que  ce  Mini/Ire  fit  en  vertu  (difent-ils)  tiCun 
ordre  du  28  OJlobre.  Malheur eufement  pour  eux,  ils 
n ont  point  fait  attention  que,  dans  tin  inter  valle  comme 
1  .,:  du  28  du  dit  mois  au  ler  ou  2.  de  Decembr,; 
jour  auquel  arriva  le  dernier  courier  du  Lord  Briftol, 
il  efl  impoffible  quoi  fXprit  vienne  de  Londres  a  Ma- 
drid, retourne  a  Londres  avec  la  reponfe  a  fa  difc- 
de,  et  rroiennc  a  Madrid  avec  la  repUquc. 
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the  Earl  of  Egremont,  November  23, 
p.  37  :  It  will  not  be  pojjible  for  me  to 
re-difpatch  a  Mejjenger  to  England/sr 
feveral  Days,  notwithftanding  my  having 
had  another  long  Conference  with  M. 
Wall,  at  which  I  entered  minutely  into 
every  Argument  fuggejted  to  me  by  your 
Lordfiip,  Alt  ho'  I  dare  not  fatter  my  [elf 
with  having  gained  any  Ground  upon 
the  Spanijh  Minifter,  yet  1  never  before 
cbferved  his  Excellency  liflen  with  great- 
er Attention  to  my  Difcourfe,  than  at  cur 
late  Meeting.  When  he  anfwered  me,  it 
was  without  Warmth  ■>  when  he  applied 
to  me,  it  was  friendh  >  and,  after  long 
Reafonings,  on  both  Sides,  we  parted 
with  reciprocal  Protections  to  each  other 
of  our  earnefl  Defre  to  continue  in  Peace, 
General  Wall  alfo  promifed  me,  to  ac- 
quaint his  Catholic  Majefty  circumftan- 
tially,  with  what  had  pajfcd  beeween  us* 
I  entreat  your  Lordfip  not  to  think  ?ne 
inconfequential  in  what  I  relate :  It  is  my 
Duty  to  mention  the  Refult  of  each  In- 
E  3  terview 
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tcrview  with  the  Spanifti  Secretary  of 
State.  All  1 fent  an  Account  of  in  my 
Letters  of  the  2d  Infant ;,  was  literally 
what  had  happened  at  that  Ti?ne ;  and 
the  Change  I  have  juft  hinted,  when  I 
loft  faw  M.  Wall,  is  equally  certain. 

I  will  obferve  but  upon  one  Paflage 
more,  and  that  is  from  Lord  Egrc- 
mont's  Difpatch  of  November  io,  be- 
caufe  when  he  is  drove  to  the  Necef- 
fity  of  defending  the  Proceedings  of 
the  prefent  Miniftry,  he  gives  (what 
poflibly  was  not  his  Object)  the  fullest 
Justification  of  Mr.  Pitt.  As  to  the 
Affertion  of  that  Minijler  (M.  Wall) 
•'  That  his  Catholic  Majefty  never 
"  could  obtain  an  Anfwer  from  the 
M  Britijh  Miniftry,  to  any  Memorial 
"  or  Paper  that  was  fent  from  Spain, 
"  either  by  the  Channel  of  the  Count 
"  de  Fuentes,  or  through  your  Hands," 
it  would  be  a  ufelefs  Condefcenfon  to  appeal 
fo  repeatedly  to  thofe  ample  Materials  in 
your  Excellency  s  PojfeJJion,  jor  the  Con- 
futation 
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filiation  of  a  Proportion  fo  notorioujly 
groundlefs,  that  it  fcarce  deferves  afcri- 
ous  Anfivcr.  The  Language  M.  Wall 
held,  relative  to  the  late  Negociation  with 
France,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  our 
Ambition  and  unbowided  Thirft  of  Con- 
quef,  as  it  confifts  of  mere  abujive  Afj'er- 
tion,  without  the  leaft  Shew  of  Argu- 
ment, deferves  nothing  but  plain  Contra- 
diction, p.  3 1  • 

Before  I  quit  the  Tapers,  it  may  be 
necefTary  to  add,  that  I  fee  nothing  fo 
alarming  in  the  War  with  Spain,  had 
it  been  entered  into  in  Time,  and  were 
well  conducted.  I  have  read  ffae  His- 
tories of  both  Nations,  and  am  happy 
to  agree  with  our  Minifters,  that  Ex- 
perience hasjhewn,  that  when  in  Contra- 
diction to  the  obvious  Principles  of  our 
common  Interefts,  that  Harmony  has  been 
unhappily  interrupted,  Spain  has  always 
been  the  great  eft  Sufferer,  p.  21.  Need 
I  do  more  in  Support  of  this  Opinion, 
than  mention  the  late  War  againft  the 

com- 
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combined  Forces  of  France  and  Spain, 
united  before  the  French  Marine  was 
annihilated,  as  it  now  is,  and  at  a 
Period,  when  the  Navy  of  England 
had  not  reached  its  prefent  Greatnefs, 
and  irrefiftible  Superiority  ? 

The  Evidence  to  be  drawn  from 
thefe  imperfect  and  mutilated  Papers, 
is  now  fully  and  fairly  ftated.  I  call 
them  itnperjeB  and  mutilated,  becaufe 
they  have  their  Commencement,  only 
from  the  very  Point,  when  the  long 
Negociation  between  England  and 
Spain  being  become  hopelefs,  the  in- 
folent  Attempt  was  made  by  the  two 
Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
then  united,  to  force  on  his  Majefty 
and  the  Englijb  Nation,  the  ConcelTion 
of  thofe  inadmifiable  Terms,  which 
Spain  alone  defpaired  of  being  able 
to  compel  us  to  grant.  An  Attempt 
of  infiduous  Perfidy,  which  at  once 
proved  the  particular  Peace,  betwixt 
England  and  France  to  be  hopelefs  and 

impracti- 
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impracticable ;  for  what  Ceflions  to 
France  could  an  Eng/ifi  Adminiftra- 
tion  be  juftined  in  making,  while 
me  declared  herfelf  eventually  engaged 
to  take  part  with  Spain  in  a  new  War 
for  Spanrjh  Objects,  totally  inadmif- 
fible  i  from  which  Protefr.  it  doth  not 
appear  that  either  Court  ever  depart- 
ed ?  The  fpecious  and  falie  Appear- 
ances of  Candour,  which  the  Publica- 
tion of  Papers  in  fuch  a  State  is  meant 
to  convey,  are  as  ealily  £q€ii  thro'  and 
detected,  as  they  are  unfair  and  un- 
generous. A  great  deal  of  very  impor- 
tant Intelligence,  relative  to  the  Point 
in  Queftion,  is  plainly  with-held. 
The  Sufpicions  ariiing  from  the  Sup- 
prefllon  of  Evidence  are,  no  doubt, 
in  the  Opinion  of  Government,  more 
tolerable  than  the  Conviction  founded 
upon  full  Proof.  Even  the  Particu- 
lars of  the  Negotiation  with  Fraice  are 
itill  fecreted  from  the  Public,  as  far 
as  it  is  in  the  Power  of  our  Government ; 

left, 
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left,  among  other  good  Rcafons,  as 
it  ftands  naturally  connected  with  the 
Spartifhy  they  might,  if  confidered  to- 
gether, throw  too  (hiking  a  Light  on 
the  Whole.  The  infinite  Importance 
of  what  is  fuppreffed,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  determine;  but  the  Papers 
are  evidently  thus  partially  laid  before 
the  Public  by  Administration,  to  jus- 
tify, if  poflible,  their  Delay;  with 
what  Succefs  the  Public  will  deter- 
mine. As  to  the  Wifdom  of  the 
written  Advice,  it  ftands  already 
proved  by  the  Event  :  but  before  we 
can  enter  fully  into  that  Difpute  (if 
there  can  be  ftill  a  doubt)  all  the  Ma- 
terials, all  the  Evidence,  both  from 
Papers  and  Faffs,  on  which  that  Ad- 
vice was  founded,  ought,  in  common 
Juuice,  to  be  laid  before  the  Public. 
F.uin  what  we  already  know  with 
Certainty,  even  fro m  tbeje  Paper s,  as  to 
what  Spain  had  already  done,  not  from 
what  that  Court   might  jurtber   intend 

to 
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to  do  *,  I  cannot  but  own  my  Surprize, 
that  there  fhould  be  a  Difference  oj  O- 
pinion   ivitb    regard   to  Meafures  to  be 
taken  againft  Spain,  of  the  higheft  Im- 
portance to  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and 
to  the  moft  ejjentlal  National  Interefts*. 
When  1  am  told  that  only  one  noble 
Lord,   and  the  late  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  mod:   confidential   Servants  of 
the  Crown,  concurred  in  an  Opinion 
fo  evident,    fo  clearly  deduced  from 
fuch   a  Variety   of  Proofs,  I  cannot 
but  imagine  that  there  muil:  have  been 
fome    powerful    Combination,    fome 
underhand  Intrigues,    among   Minis- 
ters of  more  Denominations  than  one, 
to  force  the  Refignation  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman.     He  muft  long  have 
been  looked  upon  with  an  unfriendly 
and  jealous  Eye  by  Minifters,  to  whom 
it  is    his    Honour   that   he   was   fo 
very  unlike;  and  who,   though  real 

*  Vide  A  Letter  from  a  Right  Hon.  Perfon  to 

t  in  the  City. 

Una- 
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Unanimity  attended  it  in  the  Nation, 
could  ill  brook  his  poiTefTing  in  Co 
high  a  Degree,  (what  they  never  had 
the  leaft  Share  of)  the  Confidence  of 
a  diicerning  and  enlightened  People. 
A  Point  of  the  utmod  Confequence 
to  every  Miniftry,  in  this  Kingdom. 
The  Glories  of  this  Gentleman's  Ad- 
miniftration,  (that  is,  while  he  was 
allowed  to  guide  *  the  Mcafures  of  this 

Nation) 

*  If  one  Minifter  on  refigning  the  Seals  may 
not,  in  the  true  Spirit  of  the  Conftitution,  fay 
that  he  refigns,  in  order  not  to  remain  refponfible 
for  Meafures,  which  he  was  no  longer  allowed  t§ 
guide  in  his  own  Department,  to  the  Execution 
of  which  he  muft  fet  his  Hand  ;  what  an  Idea 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  Conftitution  muft  an- 
other have  entertained,  who  could,  juft  before 
taking  the  Seals,  write  the  following  circular 
Letter,  not  yet  be-verfijied,  or  be-noted? 

"SIR, 
«  The  King  has  declared  his  Intention  to 
"  make  me  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  (very  un- 

14  worthy  as  I  fear  I  am  of  futh  an  Underta- 

«  King) 
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Nation)  and  the  Applaufes  of  his 
grateful  Country,  have  given  him  at 
leaft  a  due  Portion  of  Envy,  which  is 
a  certain  Attendant  on  fplendid  Merit. 

Sure  Fate  of  all,  beneath  whofe  rifing  Ray, 

Each  Star  of  meaner  Merit  fades  away  ! 

Opprefs'd  we  feel  the  Beam  directly  beat ; 

Thole  Suns  of  Glory  pleafe  not  till  they  fef. 

Pope. 

That  only  two  Refignations  have  ac- 
companied that  of  the  late  Secretary, 
is  no  Surprize  to  me. 
ye  fids  Anglois,je  dois  faire  le  bien 
De  mon  pays,  mais  plus  encore  le  mien, 
fays  Voltaire,  who  lived  a  good  while 
in  this  Country,  and  feems  to  know  it 
pretty  well. 

king)  muft  take  the  ConduSi  of 'the  Hou/e  of  Com- 
mons. I  cannot  therefore  well  accept  the  Of- 
fice till  after  the  firft  Day's  Debate,  which 
may  be  a  warm  one,  A  great  Atcendance 
that  Day  of  my  Friends  will  be  of  the  great- 
eft  Confequence  to  my  future  Situation,  and 
I  mould  be  extremely  happy,  if  you  would, 
for  that  Reafon,  mew  yourfelf  amongft  them, 
■to  the  great  Honour  of,  &c," 

F  From 
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From  thefe  few  and  fcanty  Mate- 
rials, fo  fparingly  dealt  out  to  the  Pub- 
lic, I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you 
all  the  Satisfaction  in  my  Power.  I 
could  poflibly  have  amufed  you  more, 
but  I  have  all  along  preferred  the  De- 
fire  of  informing  to  that  of  entertain- 
ing you.  Perhaps  you  had  been  better 
pleafed,  if  I  had  deviated  more,  and 
had  not  confined  myfelf  fo  itriclly 
to  the  Evidence  of  the  Papers,  and 
to  Faffs  which  will  not  be  denied. 

To  conclude,  Let  me  add  to  Hopes 
not  very  fanguine,  very  lincere  and 
very  fervent  Wimes :  May  the  mofl 
per/eel  Harmony,  mutual  Confidence^  and 
Unanimity,  which,  Lord  Egremont, 
October  28,  fays,  p.  23,  now  Reign  in 
his  Mcijeflys  Councils,  for  the  fake  of 
the  Public,  long  continue !  May  the 
Expedition  now  failed  to  the  IVefl- 
Indies  prove,  by  Succefs,  to  have  been 
timely  in  Preparation,  adequate  in 
Force,    to  the   Object,    whatever   it 

may 
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may  be  !  May  our  Army  in  Germany*, 
(fince  it  is  ftill  to  continue  there,  tho' 
Mr.  Pitt  is  retired,)  and  the  Kings 
of  PruJJia  and  Portugal  find  that  Ex- 
ample has  indeed  been  taken  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  late  Me  a  fur  es  *,  p.  23. 
and  that  the  Meafures  of  Government 
will fujfer  no  Relaxation ,  p.  22.  from 
feeble,  procraftinating,  and  undecided 
Counfels,  founded  in  Weakncfs  and 
Duplicity,  and,  to  grace  the  Whole, 
may  the  beft-difpofed  Prince,  that 
has  at  any  Time  fwayed  the  Sceptre 
of  Alfred,  never  live  to  want  a  Mini- 
fter  as  able,  and  fuccefsful  as  Mr. 
Pitt. 

I  am,  &c. 

*  It  is  confidently  afferted  in  Honour  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  Northern  Department* 
that  he  likew:fe&\&  immediately  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Re- 
fignation  give  the  ftrongeft  AfTurances  to  the  Ger- 
man Allies,  that  the  Refignation  of  that  Mini- 
fter  would  not  occafion  the  leaft  Change  in  Mea- 
fures, except  only  that  they  would  be  carried  on 
with  redoubled  Vigour. 

The    END. 
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L    E     T    T    E    R 

TO     THE 

Electors  of  Aylesbury. 

Gentlemen, 

HE  very  honourable,  unani- 
mous, and  repeated  marks  of 
efteem,  you  conferred  on  me,  by  com- 
mitting to  my  truft  your  liberty,  fafe- 
ty,  property,  and  all  thofe  glorious 
privileges,  which  are  your  birth-right 
as  Englijhmen,  entitle  you  to  my 
warmed:  thanks  and  to  the  higheft  tri- 
.bute  of  gratitude  my  heart  can  pay. 
Yet  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
my  cafe,  I  think  that  I  ought  not  at 
prefent  to  reft  contented  with  thanking 
you.    1  have  always  found  a  true  plea- 

furc 
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fure  in  fubmitting  to  you  my  parlia- 
mentary conduct.  It  is  now  more 
particularly  my  duty,  and  when  I  re- 
flect on  the  real  importance  and  inter- 
efting  nature  of  thofe  great  events, 
in  which,  as  your  reprefentative,  I 
have  been  more  immediately  concern- 
ed, I  am  exceedingly  anxious  not 
barely  to  juftify  myfelf,  but  to  ob- 
tain the  fanction  of  your  approbation. 
It  has  ever  been  my  ambition  to  ap- 
prove myfelf  worthy  of  the  choice 
you  have  more  than  once  made  of  me 
as  your  deputy  to  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  with  an  unanimity  e- 
qually  honourable  and  indearing.  The 
confeioufnefs  of  having  faithfully  dif- 
charged  my  truft,  of  having  acted  an 
upright  and  Steady  part  in  Parliament, 
as  well  as  in  the  moft  arduous  cir- 
cumftances,  makes  me  dare  to  hope, 
that  you  will  continue  to  me  what  I 
moft  value,  the  good  opinion  and 
friendship  of  my  worthy  constituents. 

Having 
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Having  the  happinefs  of  being  bora 
in  the  country,  where  the  name  of 
Vafjal  is  unknown,  where  Magna 
Chart  a  is  the  inheritance  of  the  fub- 
ject,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fupport 
and  merit  thofe  privileges,  to  which 
my  birth  gave  me  the  cleared:  right. 

The  various  charges  brought  a- 
gainft  me  may  be  reduced  to  two 
heads.  The  one  is  of  a  public,  the 
other  of  a  private  nature.  The  firft 
is  grounded  on  the  political  paper  of 
the  North  Briton,  No.  45  :  the  other 
refpects  a  fmall  part  of  a  ludicrous 
poem,  which  was  ftolen  out  of  my 
houfe.  The  two  Accufations  are  only 
fo  far  connected,  that  I  am  convinced, 
there  is  not  a  man  in  England,  who 
believes,  that  if  the  firft  had  not  ap- 
peared, the  fecond  would  ever  have 
been  called  in  queftion 

The  firft  charge  is,  that  The  North 
Briton,  No  45,  is  a  falfe  Libel.   .  . 

On  my  trial  before  Lord  Mansfield, 

the 
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the  word  falfe  was  omitted  in  the  in- 
dictment  

The  word  jalfe  is  not  to  be  found 
among  the  various  epithets  applied  to 
this  paper  in  either  of  the  warrants  if- 
fued  by  Lord  Halifax 

By  the  firft  warrant,  under  which  I 
was  apprehended,  The  North  Briton, 
No.  45,  was  denominated  a  ireafon- 
able  paper.  In  the  fecond,  by  which 
I  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  that 
word  too  was  omitted,  fo  that  the 
greateft  enemies  of  this  paper  feem 
to  give  up  its  being  either  falfe  or  trea- 
fonable.  ...  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  epithet  traiterons  is  given  to  injur- 
re£iio?i,  as  the  fuppofed  confequence  of 
a  fuppofed  libel ;  whereas  the  Scots, 
who  appeared  in  open  rebellion  fo 
lately  as  1745,  were,  in  the  weekly 
writings  again  ft  the  North  Briton, 
published  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Scotfif  Minifter,  and  paid  for  by  him 
cut  of  the  — —  ,  only  termed  in- 

jur* 
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furgents  who  defeated  regular  forces. 
Yet  in  fact,  no  infurrecJion  of  any  kind 
ever  did  or  could  follow  from  this 
publication,  even  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  fo  lately  Subjected  to  all  the 
infolence  and  cruelty  of  the  mod  des- 
picable of  our  fpecies,  the  mean  pet- 
ty Excifeman.  This  is  the  ftrongeft 
cafe,  which  can  porTibly  be  put.  The 
Excife  is  the  moft  abhorred  monfter, 
which  ever  fprung  from  arbritary 
power,  and  the  new  mode  of  it  is 
fpoken  of  through  this  paper  as  the 
greateft  grievance  on  the  fubject  -,  yet 
even  in  this  cafe,  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  all  lawful  authority,  is  ftrictly  en- 
joined, and  no  oppofition,  but  what 
is  confident  with  the  laws  and  the 
conjlitution,  is  allowed.  The  words 
are  very  temperate,  cautious,  and  well 
guarded.  (C  Every  legal  Attempt  of  a 
contrary  tendency  to  the  fpirit  of  concord 
will  be  deemed  a  jujlifable  refiflance, 
warranted  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh 

confli- 


1 72] 

cenjlitution."  Is  this  withdrawing  the 
people  from  their  obedience  to  the  Laws 
oj  the  realm  f  Is  refinance  recommend- 
ed, but  expreflly  only  fo  far  as  it  is 
ftrictly  legal?  Let  the  impartial  pub- 
lic determine,  whether  this  is  the 
language  of  /edition,  or  can  have  the 
leaft  tende?icy  to  excite  traiterous  infur- 
recJions. 

The  general  charge  that  the  North 
Briton,  No.  45,  is  a  libel,  fcarcely 
deferves  an  anfwer,  becaufe  the  term 
is  vague,  and  ftill  remains  undefined 
by  our  law.  Every  man  applies  it 
to  what  he  diflikes.  A  fpiritedyrf//><? 
will  be  deemed  a  libel  by  a  wicked  mi» 
nifler,    and  by  a  corrupt  judge,    who 

feel,  or  who  dread  the  lafh 

The  North  Briton  did  not  fufTer  the  pub- 
lic to  be  mifled.  He  acknowledged 
no  privileged v  hide  of  fallacy.  He  con- 
fidered  the  libt  ty  oftbeprefs  as  the  bul- 
wark of  all  our  liberties,  as  inftituted 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and 

he 
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he  fecms  to  have  thought  it  the  duty 
of  a  political  writer  to  follow  truth 
wherever  it  leads.  In  his  behalf  I 
would  alk  even  Lord  Mansfield,  Can 
Truth  be  a  Libel  ?  Is  it  fo  in  the 
Kings  Bench ? 

This  unlucky  paper  is  likewife  faid, 

and  by  the  hirelings  of  the  miniftry 
it  is  always  in  private  charged  with 
perfonal  difrefpect  to  the  King.  It  is 
however,  moil  certain,  that  not  a 
fingle  word  perfonally  difrefpectful  to 
his  Majefty  is  to  be  found  in  any  part 
of  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  fovereign 
is  mentioned  not  only  in  terms  of 
decency,  but  with  that  regard  and  re- 
verence, which  is  due  from  a  good 
fubjecl  to  a  good  King — a  Prince  of 
Jo  many  great  and  amiable  qualities, 
whom  England  truly  reveres — the  per- 
fonai character  of  cur  prefent  amiable  fo- 
vereign  makes  us  eafy  and  happy  that  fo 
great  a  power  is  lodge u  infuch  hands,  .  .  . 
G  The 
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The  author  of  that  paper,  fo  far  from 
making  any  perfnal  attack  on  his  fo- 
vereign,  has  even  vindicated  him  per- 
fonaliy  from  fome  of  the  late  mea- 
fures,  which  were  fo  feverely  cen- 
fured  by  the  judicious  and  unbiafTed 
public. 

He  exclaims  with  an  honed  indig- 
nation, What  a  Jl:ame  was  it  to  fee  the 
fccurity  of  this  country,  in  point  of  mi- 
litary force >  complimented  away,   con- 
trary TO  THE  OPINION    OF   ROY- 
ALTY  itself,    and  facrificed  to  the 
prejudices,  and  to  the  ignorance  of  a  fet 
of  people,  the  mojl  unfit  from  every  con- 
fideration,  to  be  confuted  on  a  manner 
relative  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Htufe  cf 
Hanover  ?  .  .  The  minifter  is  indeed 
every  where  treated  with  the  contempt 
and  indignation  he  has  merited,    but 
he  is  ever  carefully  diftinguifhed  from 
the    fovereign.     Every   kingdom    in 
the  world  has,  in  its  turn,  found  oc- 
cafion  to  lament  that  princes  of  the 

beft 
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heft  intentions  have  been  deceived 
and  mifled  by  wicked  and  defigning 
minifters  and  favourites.  It  has  like- 
wife,  in  mod  countries,  been  the 
fate  of  the  new  daring  patriots,  who 
have  honeftly  endeavoured  to  unde- 
ceive their  fovereign,  to  feel  the  hea- 
vieft  marks  of  his  difpleafure.  It  is, 
however,  1  think  rather  wonderful  a- 
mong  usy  even  in  thefe  times,  that  a  pa- 
per which  contains  the  mod  dutiful 
expreflions  of  regard  to  his  Majeftv, 
mould  be  treated  with  fuch  unufuai 
fe verity,  and  yet  that  fo  many  other 
publications  of  the  fame  date,  full 
of  the  mod  deadly  venom,  mould 
pafs  totally  unregarded.  Some  of 
thefe  papers  contained  the  mod  op- 
probrious reflections  on  that  true  pa- 
tron of  liberty,  the  late  king,  whofe 
memory  is  embalmed  with  the  tears 
of  Englifimen,  while  his  afhes  are 
rudely  trampled  upon  by  others, 
whom  his  godlike  attribute  of  mercy 
G  2  had 


[76  ] 
had  pardoned  the  crime  of  improve* 
ked  rebellion.  Others  were  fall  of 
the  molt,  indecent  abufe  on  our  great 
protcftant  ally,  the  King  of  PruJ/ia, 
on  the  near  relation  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  who  has  merited  fo  highly 
of  the  nation  by  fixing  the  crown  in 
the  houfe  of  Hanoier  -,  on  the  ftanch- 
effc  friends  of  freedom,  the  city  of 
London ;  and  on  the  firft  characters 
among  us.  Yet  all  thefe  papers  have 
parted  uncenfured  by  minifters,  fecre- 
taries,  and  by  the  two  Houfes  of  Par* 
li  anient.   .  . 

There    only    remains    one    other 
charge, 

Under  the  arbitrary  Stuarts,  when  our 
more  than  Roman  fenates  dared  to 
bring  truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
and  made  the  trembling  tyrant  obey 
her  facred  voice,  the  nation  was  in 
love  with  parliaments,  becaufe  they 
were  the  fteady  friends  of  liberty, 
and  never  met  but  in  favour  of  the 

fubjeel: 
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fubject  to  redrefs  real  grievances,  .  : 
I  have  thus,  Gentlemen,  gone  thro' 
all  the  objections  made  againft  this 
paper  .  .  the  treatment  I  have  expe- 
rienced as  the  fuppofed  author.  .  . 
Orders  were  given  by  the  deceafed  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  to  drag  ?ne  out  of  my 
bed  at  midnight.  A  good  deal  of  hu- 
manity, and  fome  mare  of  timidity, 

prevented  the  execution  of  fuch 

commands.  I  was  made  a  prifoner 
in  my  own  houfe  by  feveral  of  the 
king's  meflengers,  who  only  produced 
a  general  warrant,  iflued  without 
oath,  neither  naming  nor  defcribing 
me.  I  therefore  refufed  to  obey  a 
warrant  which  I  knew  to  be  illegal. 
I  was,  however,  by  violence  carried 
before  the  earls  of  Egremont  and  Ha- 
lifax, who  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  afk  me  a  tolerable  number 
of  plain  queftions,  to  not  one  of 
which  I  thought  it  worth  my  while 
to  give  a  plain  aniwer.  It  is  no  fmall 
G  3  fatiC- 
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fatisfa&ion  to  me  now  to  know,  that 
I  have  not  a  friend  in  the  world  who 
wifhes  a  fingle  word  unfaid  by  me  in 
the  critical  moment  of  that  examina- 
tion. I  informed  their  lordmips  of 
the  orders  actually  given  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  my  Habeas  Corpus, 
notwithstanding  which  I  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower,  the  cuftody  of 
me  fhifted  into  other  hands,  and  that 
act  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubject  elu- 
ded. Altho'  the  offence  of  which  I 
flood  accufed  was  undoubtedly  baila- 
ble, yet  for  three  days  every  perfon 
was  refufed  admittance  to  me  ;  and 
the  governor  was  obliged  to  treat  me 
in  a  manner  very  different  from  the 
great  humanity  of  his  nature,  for  he 
had  received  orders  to  confider  me  as 
a  clofe  prifoner.  I  rejoice  that  I  can 
fay,  I  am  the  only  inftance  of  fuch 
rigorous  treatment  fmce  the  acceffion 
of  the  mild  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  al- 
though   the    Tower   has    twice   been 

crowded 
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crowded  even  with  Rebels  from  the 
northern  parts  of  the  iiland  ;  and 
therefore  1  mall  continue  to  regret 
the  .  policy 

.     of  conferring  on   Scot/men  all 
the  governments  of  the  few  conquefts 
not  tamely  given   up    by  the    Scotiijh 
tninifter  -,  conquefts  won  by  the  valour 
of  the  united  forces  of  England,  Scot" 
land  and   Ireland.      While  I  fuffered 
this  harm  confinement,  my  houfe  in 
Great  George-ltreet  was  plundered,   all 
my  papers  were  feized,  and   fome  of 
a    very   nice   and   delicate  nature,  not 
bearing  the  moft  diftant  relation   to 
the  affairs   of  government,  were  di- 
vulged. .... 
When    I    was    brought  before  the 
Common  Pleas,  I  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
unroerfal  liberty.  -   It  was  not  the  caufe 
of  peers  and  gentlemen  only,  but  of 
all  the  midling  and  inferior  clafs  of  peo- 
ple',  ivbojland  moji  in  need  of  protection, 
which,  I  obferved   was  on  that  day 

the 
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the  great  queftion  before  the  court. 
I  was  difcharged  from  imprifonment 
by  the  unanimous  fentence  of  my 
judges,  without  giving  any  bail  or 
fecurity.  On  the  firft  day  of  the 
meeting  0/  the  parliament,  I  humbly 
fubmitted  my  grievances  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  they  were  chofen  to  be 
the  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  againft  the  defpotifm  of  mi- 
nifters.  I  likewife  voluntarily  entered 
my  appearance  to  the  actions  brought 
at  law  againft:  me  as  foon  as  I  knew 
the  determination  of  the  majority^ 
that  all  the  irregularities  againft  me 
mould  be  juftified,  and  that  no  pri- 
vilege mould  be  allowed  in  my  cafe, 
even  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  was  the  moil  harm  the  rancour 
of  party  could  devife. 

•  •  •  • 

Plurima  defitnt. 

#  •  •  • 

I  now 
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I  now  proceed  to  the  other  charge 
brought  againft  me,  which  refpects  an 
idle  poem,  called,  An  Ejfay  on  Woman, 
and  a  few  other  detached  verfes.  If 
fo  much  had  not  been  faid  on  this  fub- 
jec"t,  I  mould  be  fuperior  to  entering 
upon  any  j  unification  of  myfelf,  be- 
caufe  I  will  always  maintain  the  right 
of  private  opinion  in  its  full  extent, 
when  it  is  not  followed  by  giving  any 
open  public  offence  to  any  eftabli/h- 
ment,  or  indeed  to  any  individual. 
The  crime  commences  from  thence, 
and  the  magiftrate  has  a  right  to  in- 
terpofe,  and  even  to  punim  outrage- 
ous and  indecent  attacks  on  what  any 
community  has  decreed  to  be  facred, 
not  only  the  rules  of  good  breeding, 
but  the  laws  of  fociety  are  then  in- 
fringed. In  my  own  clofet  I  had  a 
right  to  examine,  and  even  to  try  by 
the  keen  edge  of  ridicule  any  opinions 
I  pleafed.  If  I  have  laughed  pretty 
freely  at  the  glaring  abfurdities  of .  .  . 

a  creed, 
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a  creed,  which  our  great  Tillotfon  wi/bed 
the  church  of  England  was  fairly  rid  of 
it  was  in  private  I  laughed.     .     . 

I  gave,  however,  no  of- 
fence to  any  one  individual  of  the 
community.  The  fact  is,  that  after 
the  affair  of  the  North  Briton,  .  . 
bribed  one  of  my  fervants  to  /leal  a 
part  of  the  EJJ'ay  on  Woman,  and  the 
other  pieces,  out  of  my  houfe.  Not 
quite  a  fourth  part  of  the  volume  had 
been  printed  at  my  own  private  prefs. 
The  work  had  been  difcontinued  for 
feveral  months  before  I  had  the  leaffc 
knowledge  of  the  theft.  Of  that 
Jourth  part  only  twelve  copies  were 
worked  off,  and  I  never  gave  one  of 
thofe  copies   to  any  friend.     In  this 

infamous  manner  did   get  pof- 

feffion  of  this  new  fubjec"t.  of  accufa- 
tion,  and  except  in  the  cafe  of  Al- 
gernon Sidney,  of  this  new  fpecies  of 

crime ;  for  a  S only  could  make 

the  refinement  in  tyranny  of  ranfack- 

ing 
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ing  and  robbing  the  recefTes  of  clo- 
fets  and  ftudies,  in  order  to  convert 
private  amufements  into  (late  crimes. 
After  the  fervant  had  been  bribed  to 
commit  the  theft  in  his  matter's 
houfe,  the  moft  abandoned  man  of 
the  age,  •  • 

was  bribed  to  make  a  complaint  .  . 
that  I  had  fubliJJoed  an  infamous  poem, 
which  no  man  there  had  ever  feen. 
It  was  read  before 

,  .,  excellent  judges   of 

wit  and  poetry, 

The  neat,  prim, 
fmirking  chaplain  of  that  babe  of  grace, 
that  glide  cheeld  of  the  prudifh  Kirk  of 
Scotland,    the  .  .  was 

highly  offended  at  my  having  made 
an  Effay  on  Woman,  His  nature  could 
not  forgive  me  that  ineffable  crime, 
and  bis  own  conduct  did  not  afford  me 
the  fhadow  of  an  apology.  In  great 
wrath  he  drew  his  grey  goofe  quill  a- 
gainfl  me.     The  pious  peer  caught  the 

alarm. 
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larm,  and  they  both  pour'd  forth, 
moil  woeful  lamentations,  their  ten- 
der hearts  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
or  as  the  cbapiam,  who  held  the  pen, 
faid,  with  grief  of  griefs.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  make  very  unfair  extracts, 
and  afterwards  to  benote  them  in  the 
fouleft  manner.  The  moil  vile  blaf- 
phemics  were  forged*,  and  publimed 

as 

*  u  A  print,  under  which  is  engraved  in  the 
Gret .■'-.  language  and  chira&er,  The  Saviour 
OF  THE  W,  rld."     KUgeil's  Narrative. 

A..jiVtr.  Vhac  Mr.  Kidgell  fays  relative  to 
the  Gr^ek  infeription.  which  he  translates  The 
Saviour  of  the  \  ■■  orld,  fo  fully  demonftrates 
his  ignorance  of  what  is  blaiphemy,  and  how 
much  he  miftalces  the  thing,  that  though  Mr. 
Wilkes  hi>  net  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
take  the  leaft  notice  of  it,  yet  1  cannot  omit 
fhewing  the  reverend  gentleman's  total  want  of 
fcholarfhip.  He  ought  to  have  known,  that 
the  words  ZOTHP  KOIMOT,  which  compofe 
the  Infeription,  have  no  relation  to  chriftianity, 
and  iherefore  the  allufion  is  a  blafphemy,  and 
not  of  the  Author  of  the  EJJay  on  Woman.     That 

Infcrip- 


as  part  of  a  work,  which  in  reality 
contained  but  ....  a  few- 
portraits  drawn  warm  from  life,  with 
the  too  high  colouring  of  a  youthful 
fancy,  and  two  or  three  dcfcriptions, 
perhaps  too  lufcious,  which  though 
nature   and  woman  might    pardon,    a 

Infcription  was  found  upon  an  ancientPHALLus, 
of  a  date  of  much  more  remote  antiquity  than 
the  birth  of  Chrift.  The  account  of  this  antique 
may  be  feen  at  large  in  De  la  Chaufsee's  Mufeum 
Romanum,  printed  at  Rome,  in  folio,  in  1692, 
and  by  his  oivn  permiffion,  dedicated  to  the  Pope, 
who,    I  fuppofe,  is  a  chriftian  prince. 

The  late  reverend  learned  Dr.  Middleton,  in 
that  valuable  work,  entitled,  Germana  quesdam 
Antiquitatis  erudites  Monumenta,  &c.  has  not  fcru- 
pled  to  give  the  following  fhort  account  of  it : 
«*  Quod  quidem  illuftrari  quodammado  videtur  a 
IC  fymbolica  quadam  apud  caufaeum  priapi  effigiae, 
"  cui  Galli  Gallinacei  caput  crifta  ornatum,  rof- 
«'  tri  vero  loco,  fafcinum  ingens  datur :  cujufque 
"  in  bafi  litteris  Graecis  inferiptum  legitur 
"  ZOTHP  KOSMOT.  Servator  Orbis.  Quae 
V  omnia  vil  coccus  ita  interpretatur  :  Galium 
fctftcef,  avem  foli  facram  ejfs\  folemque  generatricis 
facultatis  prtsfidem  ;  pudendumque  ides  verile  Galli- 
naceo  capiti  adjunftum  denotare,  quod  a  conjunct  is 
folis priapique  viribus,  ■ar.imalium  genus  omne  procre- 
atum  et  confer  vat  urn  fit,  fecundum  phyficum  quoddam 
jirifloulis  axicma,  Homohominem  generat  et  fol. 

H  Kidgel 
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Kidgel  and  a  could  not  fail  to 

condemn. 

I  have  now,  gentlemen,  gone  thro' 
all  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  my  conduct  in  a  public  capa- 
city. My  enemies  finding  that  I  was 
invulnerable,  where  they  pointed  their 
moft  envenomed  darts,  afterwards  at- 
tempted to  aflaflinate  my  private  cha- 
racter, and  propagated  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  groundlefs  calumnies  againft 
me.  I  have  generally  treated  thefe 
with  the  contempt  they  deferved, 
from  the  certainty  that  all  who  knew 
me  would  know  that  I  was  incapable 
of  the  things  laid  to  my  charge.  A  few 
falfhoods,  advanced  with  more  bold- 
nefs  than  the  reft,  I  was  at  the  pains 
to  refute.  The  Winchejier  ftory  in 
particular,  becaufe  it  refpected  Lord 
Bute's  own  fon,  and  had  been  ufhered 
to  the  public  with  the  greateft  parade, 
as  well  as  with  all  the  impudence  of 
malice,  and  rage  of  party,  I  difpro- 

ved 
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ved  fo  fully,  that  I  am  fure  not  the 
leaft  fhadow  of  a  doubt  remained  in 
any  man's  mind  as  to  my  entire  inno- 
cence of  that  mod:  illiberal  charge. 
I  have  lived  fo  long  among  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  will  reft  every  thing 
refpecling  me  as  a  private  man  to  the 
teftimony,  which  the  experience  of 
fo  many  years  authorizes  you  to  give, 
well  knowing,  that  true  candour  al- 
ways weighs  in  the  fame  balance, 
faults  and  virtues.  The  fhades  in 
private  life  are  darkened  by  an  enemy, 
but  fcarcely  feen  by  a  friend.  Befides, 
it  is  not  given  to  every  man  to  be  as 

pious  as  lord   ,    or   as   chajie  m 

and  out  of  the  marriage  bed,  in  all 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  as  the  — . 
A  few  other  particulars,  gentlemen, 
deferve  to  be  mentioned,  that  you 
may  have  before  you  the  whole  of 
my  conduct  in  thefe  interefting  affairs. 
Immediately  after  the  laft  fragrant 
breach  of  the  laws,  I  thought  it  my 
H  2  duty 
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duty  to  the  community  to  commence 
actions  againft  all  the  perfons  guilty. 
I  defpifed  the  meannefs  of  attacking 
only  agents  and  deputies.  I  endea- 
voured to  bring  to  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  law  the  principals  ,    the  two 

jccretaries  of  State.  I  blufli  for  my 
country  when  I  add,  that  though  I 
have  employed  the  ableft  gentlemen 
of  that  profeffion,  they  have  hitherto 
found  it  impoffible  even  to  force  an 
appearance.  Lord  Egremont  died — . 
Lord  Halifax  lives, 
The  judicial  proceeding  at  my  fuit, 
commenced  at  the  beginning  of  May 
twelvemonth,  and  now  in  the  end  of 
October  in  the  prefent  year,  his  lord- 
fbip  has  not  entered  any  appearance, 

The  little  offen- 
ders indeed  have  not  efcaped.  Several 
hone  ft  juries  have  marked  them  with 
ignominy,  and  their  guilt  has  been 
followed  with  legal  punifliment.  But 
what  is  of  infinitely  greater  impor- 
tance 
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tancc  to  the  nation,  we  have  heard 
from  the  bench,  that  general  warrants 
are  absolutely  illegal.  Such  a  declara- 
tion is  in  the  higheft  degree  interest- 
ing to  the  fubject. 

When  I  reflect  on  thefe  two  molt 
important  determinations  in  favour  of 
Liberty^  the  beft  caufe  and  the  nobleft 
ftake  for  which  men  can  contend,  I 
congratulate  my  free-born  country- 
men, and  am  full  of  gratitude  that  Hea- 
ven infpired  me  with  a  firmnefs  and 
fortitude  equal  to  the  conduct  of  fo  ar- 
duous a  bulinefs.  .  .  The 
goodnefs  of  the  caufe  fupported  me, 
and  I  never  loft  fight  of  the  great  ob- 
ject which  I  had  from  the  firft  in  my 
view,  the  prefervation  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  EngUJhmen.  I  glory 
in  the  name,  and  will  never  forget 
the  duties  refuiting  from  it.  Though  I 
am  driven  into  exile  from  my  dear 
country,  1  fhall  never  ceafe  to  love 
and  reverence  its  conftitution,  while 

k 
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it  remains  free.  It  will  continue  my 
flrft  ambition  to  approve  myfelf  a 
faithful  fon  of  England  •,  and  I  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  give  my  life  a  wil- 
ling facriiice  to  my  native  country, 
and  to  what  it  holds  molt  dear,  the 
fecurity  of  our  invaluable  liberties. 
While  I  live,  I  fhall  enjoy  the  fatif- 
faction  of  thinking  that  I  have  not 
lived  in  vain ;  that  the  prefent  age 
has  borne  the  nobleft  testimony  to  me, 
and  that  my  name  will  pafs  with  ho- 
nour to  pofterity,  for  the  upright  and 
difinterefced  part  I  have  acted,  and  for 
my  unwearied  endeavours  to  protect 
ami  £  cure  the  per  fans,  houfesy  and  papers 
of  my  felloiu  Jti' jic~ls  from  arbritary  rcijits 
and  JAzures. 

lam,  Gentlemen, 
With  much  regard  and  affeSfion, 

Tour  moft  obliged, 

And  obedient  humble  Jervant, 

Paris,  Oa.  22,  ToHNWjLKES. 

1/64.  J 
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In  January  next  will  bepublijhed, 

Volume  the  First,  of 

HPHE  HISTORY  of  ENGLAND, 

.X     From  the  Revolution,  to  the  End 

of  the  4th  year  of  K.  George  the  Third. 

By  JOHN  WILKES,  Efq; 

H  Nimium  Tarquinos  regno afTuefle — non  pla- 
ct  cere  nomen,  periculofum  Libertati  efle. 

Livy. 

'*  Ego  hoc  laboris  praemium  peto,  uti  me  a  con- 
"  fpeclu  malorum,  quae  noftra  quatuor  pcene 
"  per  annos  vidit  setas,  tantifper  certe,  dum 
"  prifca  ilia  tota  mente  repeto,  avertam,  om- 
"  nis  expers  curae,  quae  fcribentis  aninum, 
"  efti  non  fle&ere  a  vero,  folicitum,  tamen  ef- 
"  ficere  poffit."  Ibid. 

*#*  This  Work  will  make  three  volumes  in 
quarto.  The  firft  contains  the  reigns  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne  j  and  is  compiled  from 
a  variety  of  interefting  Materials,  which  no  other 
Hiftorian  has  feen. 

I.    The    POLITICAL    REGISTER, 

and  Impartial  RiiviEW  of  New  Books. 
Publifhed  monthly.  Price  one  Shilling  each 
Number,  the  firft  of  which  came  out  June  i, 
1 767.  This  work  is  divided  into  two  parts ; 
the  firft  confifts  wholly  of  original  eflays 
and  interefting  papers,  many  of  them  writ- 
ten and  communicated  by  perfons  of  emi- 
nence > 
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nence  •,  and  the  other  a  candid  and  difinte- 
relted  account  of  all  new  Publications. 

II.  The  SPEECHES,  ARGUMENTS, 
and  DETERMINATIONS  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Seflion  in 
Scotland,  upon  that  important  Caufe,  where- 
in his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
Others,  were  Plaintiffs,  and  Archibald 
Douglafs,  of  Douglafs,  Efq;  Defendant. 
Together  with  an  introductory  Preface, 
giving  an  impartial  and  diftinct  account  of 
this  Suit. 

By  a  Barrister  at  Law. 

As  this  Caufe  hath  made  a  great  noife 
all  over  Europe,  the  Public  will  doubtlefs 
be  curious  to  fee  the  particulars  of  fo  folemn, 
a  decree  ;  and  thefe  they  may  be  allured,, 
as  herein  related,  are  perfectly  genuine  and 
correct. 

III.  A  complete  Collection  of  the  Lorets 
Protests.  From  the  firft  upon  record* 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to  the  prefent 
time.  In  two  vols.  8vo.  Pr.  T2s.  bound. 

The  firft  collection  of  Protefts  was  pub- 
limed  in  1735,  thefecond  in  1743*  and  the 
third  in  1747,  all  of  them  beginning  with 
the  year  1641,  and  ending  with  the  dates 
of  their  refpective  publications.  The  col- 
lection which  is  here  offered  to  the  public, 

afcenda 
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afcends  to  the  firft  upon  record  in  1242, 
and  is  continued  to  the  end  of  June  1767, 
thereby  including  many  not  made  public 
before,  and  particularly  feveral  during  the 
laft  twenty  years  ;  which  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  efteemed  the  moft  interefling, 
as  the  fubjects,  which  gave  occafion  to 
them,  are  allowed  to  be  of  the  ucmoft  im- 
portance. This  Work  is  accompanied  with 
an  accurate  and  copious  Index,  which  the 
other  collections  want. 

And  to  the  whole  is  fubjoined,  an  hifto- 
rical  EfTay  on  the  legiflative  power  of  Eng- 
land v  wherein  the  origin  of  both  Houles  of 
Parliament,  their  ancient  Conftitution,  and 
the  changes  that  have  happened  in  the  per- 
fons  that  compofed  them,  are  related  in 
chronological  order.  ; 

IV.  A  new  and  impartial  Collection  of 
Interelting  Letters,  from  the  public  pa- 
pers ;  many  of  them  written  by  perfons  of 
eminence,  on  a  great  variety  of  important 
fubjects,  which  have  occafionally  engaged 
the  public  attention  •,  from  the  acceflion  of 
his  prefent  Majefty  in  Oct.  1760,  to  May 
1767.  In  two  vols.  8vo.  price  10s.  bound. 

The   merit  and  importance   which  the 
news- papers  have,  of  late  years,  acquired 
from  the  liberal  communications  of  gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen  of  the  firft  rank,  both  in  politicks 
and  literature,  have  excited  an  univerfal 
regret,  at  feeing  the  valuable  productions 
of  fuch  writers  doomed  indifcriminately  to 
oblivion  with  the  fugitive  pieces  of  the  day. 
— It  was  the  want  of  a  proper  publication 
wherein  to  diftinguifh  the  writings  of  fuch 
authors,  that  fuggefted  the  idea  of  this  Col- 
lection, the  intention  of  which  is  to  pre- 
ferve  and  tranfmit  to  pofterity,  fuch  fenft-v 
ble  and  well-written  papers  as  appeared 
during  the  years  1760,  1761,  1762,  1763, 
1764,  1765,  1766,  and  1767,  on  both  fides 
of  every  queftion  which  aroie  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  the  neceflities  of 
the  ftate,  or  :he  humour  of  the  age. 

V.  The  HISTORY  of  the  MINO- 
RITY, during  the  years  1762,  1763, 
1764,  and  1765.  Exhibiting  the  conduct, 
principles,  and  views  of  that  party.  A 
new  edition,  being  the  fourth,  with  feveral 
additions.     Price  5s.  bound,  or  4s.  fewed. 

*#*  The  very  extraordinary,  and  aimoft 
fingular  fuccefs  which  this  book  hath  met 
with,  is  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  teftimony  of 
its  merit.  It  has  moreover  been  tranflated 
in  Holland,  France,  and  other  foreign  na- 
tions ;  in  which  as  well  as  in  England,  i| 
is  much  read  and  efteemed. 


A  LETTER  TO  HIS  GRACE  THE 

DVKE  OF  GRAFTON,   FIRST 

COMMISSIONER    OF    HIS 

MAJESTY'S  TREASVRY. 


Vacare  culpa  magnum  eji  folatlum  ;  prafertim  cum 
habtam  duas  res  quibus  me  fujlentem,  optimarum 
artium  fcientiam,  et  tnaximarum  rerum  glor:amy 
quarum  altera  mihi  vivo  nunquarn  eripietur,  altera 
tie  mortuo  quidenu 

Cicero. 
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LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Almon,   oppofite  Burlingtcn-Houfi>t 
Piccadilly,      mdcclxvii. 


Paris,  Dec.  12.   1766. 


MY  LORD, 

I  A  M  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
aftonifhment,  into  which  I  was  thrown 
by  your  grace's  verbal  meffage,  in 
anfwer  to  my  letter  of  the  firft  of  No- 
vember. In  a  converfation  I  had  with 
colonel  Fitxroy  at  the  hotel  d'EJpagne, 
he  did  me  the  honour  of  alfuring  me, 
that  I  mould  find  his  brother  my 
real  and  fincere  friend,  extremely  de- 
firous  to  concur  in  doing  me  juftice, 
that  he  was  to  tell  me  this  from  your 

grace,  but  that  manv  interefting  par- 
A  2 
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ticulars  relative  to  me  could  not  be 
communicated  by  letter,  nor  by  the 
poft.  I  fondly  believed  thefe  obliging 
aflurances,  becaufe  on  a  variety  of 
occafions  your  grace  had  teftirled  a 
full  approbation  of  my  conduct,  had 
thanked  me  in  the  moft  flattering 
terms,  as  the  perfon  the  moft  ufeful 
to  the  common  caufe  in  which  we 
were  embarked,  and  had  fhewn  an 
uncommon  zeal  to  ferve  a  man  who 
had  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty. 

I  returned  to  England  with  the  gay- 
eft,  and  the  moft  lively  hopes.  As 
foon  as  I  arrived  at  London,  I  defired 
my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Fitzherbcrty 
to  wait  on  your  grace,  with  every  pro- 
fefiion  of  regard  on  my  part,  and  the 
reiblution  I  had  taken  of  entirely  fub- 


5 
mitting  the  mode  of  the  application 
I  ihould  make  to  the  throne  for  my 
pardon.  I  cannot  exprefs  the  anxiety, 
which  your  grace's  anfwer  gave  me, 
Mr.  Wilkes  muji  write  to  lord  Chatham, 
I  then  begored  Mr.  Fitzherbert  to  ftate 
the  reafons,  which  made  it  impoflible 
for  me  to  follow  that  advice,  from 
every  principle  of  honour,  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  I  fh£wed  too  the 
impropriety  of  fupplicating  a  fellow 
fubject  for  mercy,  the  prerogative  good 
Kings  are  the  moft  jealous  of,  by  far 
the  brighteit.  jewel  in  their  crown,, 
and  the  attribute,  by  which  they  may 
the   neareir.  approach  to  the  Divinity, 

I  afterwards  wrote  the  letter  *  to 
your  grace,  which  I  have  {qqii  in   alii 

*  Tljat  Letter  was  as  follows. , 
My  Lord, 

I T  is  a. very  peculiar  fatisfa&icn  I  feel,  on  my 
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the  public  prints.  I  never  received 
a«y  other  anfwer  but  a  verbal  meflage, 

return  to  my  native  country,  that  a  nobleman  of 
your  grace's  fuperior  talents,  and  inflexible  inte- 
grity, is  at  the  head  of  the  moll  important  de- 
partment of  flate.  I  have  been  witnefs  of  the 
general  applaufe,  which  has  been  given  abroad, 
to  the  choice  his  majcily  has  made,  and  I  am  happy 
to  find  my  own  countrymen  zealous  and  unani- 
mous in  every  teftimony  of  their  approbation. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  that  I  may  congratulate 
myfelf,  as  well  as  my  country,  on  your  grace's 
being  placed  in  a  flation  of  fo  great  power  and  im- 
portance. Though  I  have  been  cut  off  from  the 
body  of  his  majefly's  fubjecis,  by  a  cruel  and  un- 
juft  profcription,  I  have  never  entertained  an 
idea  inconiiftent  with  the  duty  of  a  good  fubjech 
My  heart  flill  retains  all  its  former  warmth  for 
the  dignity  of  England,  and  the  glory  of  its  fove- 
reign.  I  have  not  affociated  with  the  traitors  to 
our  liberties,  nor  made  a  lingle  connection  with 
any  man  who  was  dangerous,  or  even  fufpeclcd 
by  the  friends  of  the  proteftant  family  on  the 
throne.  I  now  hope  that  the  rigour  of  a  long- 
unmerited  exile  is  pail,  and  that  I  may  be  allowed 
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Mr.  Wilkes  mnfi  write  to  lord  Chatham: 
I  do    nothing   without  lord   Chatham. 

to  continue  in  the  land  and  among  the  friends  of 
liber.   . 

I  wifh,  my  lord,,  to  owe  this  to  the  mercy  of 
my  prince.  I  entreat  your  grace  to  lay  me  with 
all  humility  at  the  king's  feet,  with  the  trueft 
aflu  ranees,  that  I  have  never,  in  any  moment  of 
my  life,  fwerved  from  the  duty  and  allegiance  I 
owe  to  my  fovereign,  and  that  I  implore,  and 
in  every  thing  fubmit  to,  his  majefty's  clemency. 

Your  grace's  noble  manner  of  thinking,  and 
the  obligations  I  have  formerly  received,  which 
are  ftill  frefh  in  my  mind,  will,  I  hope,  give  a 
full  propriety  to  this  adJrefs  ;  and  I  am  fure  a 
heart,  glowing  with  the  facred  zeal  of  liberty, 
muft  have  a  favourable  reception  from  the  duke 

of  G .    I  flatter  myfelf,  that  my  conduct  will 

juftify  your  grace's  interceding  with  a  prince,  who 
is  diftinguifhed  by  a  companionate  tendernefs  and 
goodnefs  to  all  his  fubjecb. 

I  am,  with  the  trueji  refpeft,  My  Lord, 
Tour  Grace's  moji  obedient,  andmojl  humble 
Jervant>   "  JOHN  WILKES. 
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V.  hen  I  found  that  my  pardon  was 
to  be  bought  with  the  facrirlce  of  my 
honour,  I  had  the  virtue  not  to  heii- 
tate.  I  fpurned  at  the  propofal,  and 
left  my  dear  native  London  with  a 
heart  full  of  grief,  that  my  faireft 
hopes  were  blafted,  of  humiliation, 
that  I  had  given  an  eafy  faith  to  the 
promifes  of  a  minifter  and  a  courtier, 
and  of  aftonifliment  that  a  nobleman 
of  parts  and  difcernment  could  con- 
tinue in  an  infatuation,  from  which 
the  conduct  of  lord  Chatham  had  re- 
covered every  other  man  in  the  na- 
tion. He  was  indeed  long  the  favour- 
ite character  of  our  countrymen.  Eve- 
ry tongue  was  wanton  in  his  praife. 
The  whole  people  lavished  on  him  their 
choicefr.  favours,  and  endeavoured  by 
the  nobleft  means,  by  an  unbounded 
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gcnerofity  and  confidence,  to  have 
kept  him  virtuous.  With  what  an- 
£uiih  were  we  at  laft  undeceived  ! 
How  much  it  coit  us  to  give  up  a 
man,  who  had  fo  long  entirely  kept 
porTefTion  of  our  hearts  !  How  cruel 
was  the  ftruggle  !  But  alas !  how  is  he 
changed  ?  how  fallen  ?  from  what 
height  fallen  ?  His  glorious  fun  is  fet, 
I  believe  never  to  rife  again. 

We  long  hoped,  my  lord,  that 
public  virtue  was  the  guide  of  his 
actions,  and  the  love  of  our  country 
•  his  ruling  paffion,  but  he  has  fully 
mewn  omnis  vis  virtufque  in  lingua  Jita 
eft.  Our  hearts  glowed  with  gratitude 
for  the  important  fervices  he  had 
done  again!!  the  common  enemy,  and 
the  voice  of  the  nation  hailed  him 


our  deliverer;  but  private  ambition 
was  all  the  while  fkulking  behind  the 
ihield  of  the  patriot,  and  at  length  in 
an  evil  hour  made  him  quit  the  fcene 
of  all  his  glory,  the  only  place,  in 
which  he  could  be  truly  ufeful,  for 
a  retreat,  where  he  knew  it  was  im- 
pofhble  the  confidence  of  the  people 
could  follow,  but  where  he  might  in 
inglorious  eafe  bear  his  blushing 
honours  thick  upon  him. 

I  might  now,  my  lord,  expostulate 
with  your  grace  on  a  verbal  meflage, 
and  of  fuch  a  nature,  in  anfwer  to  a 
letter  couched  in  the  mod:  decent  and 
refpectful  terms,  coming  too  from  a 
late  member  of  the  legiflature.  I 
might  regret,  that  the  largefl  proffers 
of  friendmip,  and  real  fervice,  could 
mean    no   more   than  two   or    three 
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words  of  cold  advice,  that  I  mould 
apply  to  another.  I  might  be  tempted 
to  think  it  a  duty  of  office  in  the  nrft 
lord  of  the  treafury  to  have  fubmitted 
to  his  majefty  a  petition  relative  to 
the  exercile  of  the  noble  ft  act  of  regal 
power,  which  any  conftitution  can 
give  any  fovereign.  Surely,  my  lord, 
my  application  to  the  firfl  commif- 
fioner  of  the  treafury,  who  is  always 
confidered  as  the  firft  minifter  in 
England,  was  the  very  proper  applica- 
tion. As  I  had  made  no  difcovery  of 
any  new  wonderful  pill  or  drop,  nor 
pretended  to  the  fecret  of  curing  the 
gout  or  the  tooth-ach,  I  never  thought 
of  foliciting  Lord  Chatham  for  a  privy 
feal.  His  lordfhip's  office  was  neither 
important,  nor  refponfible.  I  will 
not  however  enlarge  on  this,  but  I 
mall  defire  your  grace's  permimon 
fully  to  ftate  what  has  happened  to 
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me  as  a  private  gentleman  relative  to 
lord  Chatham,  becaufe  I  would  not 
leave  a  doubt  concerning  the  propri- 
ety of  my  conduct,  in  a  mind  natu- 
rally fo  candid,  and  fo  capable  of 
judging  truly,  as  that  of  the  duke  of 
Grafton. 

I   believe  that   the   flinty  heart  of 

L —  C has  known  the  fweets  of 

private  friendfhip,  and  the  fine  feel- 
ings   of  humanity,  as  little   as  even 

.    They  are  both  formed 

to  be  admired,  not  beloved.  A  proud, 
infolent,  overbearing,  ambitious  man, 
is  always  full  of  the  ideas  of  his  own 
importance,  and  vainly  imagines  him- 
felf  fuperior  to  the  equality  neceffary 
among  real  friends,  in  all  the  mo- 
ments of  true  enjoyment.  Friendfhip 
is  too  pure  a  pleafure  for  a  mind  can- 
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kered  with  ambition,  or  the  lufl  of 
power  and  grandeur.  Lord  Chatham 
declared  in  parliament  the  ftron^cft 
attachment  to  ford  Temple,  one  of  the 
greateft  characters  our  country  could 
ever  boaft,  and  laid,  be  would  live  and 
die  with  his  noble  brother,  lie  has 
received  obligations  of  the  fir  ft  mao-- 
ni tude  from  that  noble  brother >  yet 
what  trace  of  Gratitude  or  of  friend- 
(hip  was  ever  found  in  any  part  of  his 
conduct  ?  And  has  he  net  now  de- 
clared the  moft  open  variance,  and 
even  hoftility  ?  I  have  had  as  warm 
and  exprefs  declarations  of  regard  as 
could  be  made  by  this  marble-heart- 
ed friend,  and  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  doubt 
his  views  in  even  feeding  me  with 
flattery  from  time  to  time  -y  on  occa- 
fiorrs'  too  where  candour  and  indul- 
£tiice  -were  -  all  I  could  claim.  He 
B 
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may  remember  the  compliments  he 
paid  me  on  two  certain  poems  in  the 
year  1754.  If  I  were  to  take  the  de- 
clarations made  hy  himfelf  and  the 
late  Mr.  Potter  a  la  lettre,  thev  w<  re 
more  charmed  with  thole  verfes  after 
the  ninety-ninth  reading  than  after 
the  firflj  lb  that  from  this  circum- 
nce,  as  well  as  a  few  of  his  fpeech- 
es  in  parliament,  it  leems  to  he  like- 
V  ife  true  of  the  nrft  orator,  or  rather 
the  nrft  comedian,  of  our  age,  non 
difplicuijfe  illi  jocoSy  Jed  non  contigiffe. 

I  will  now  fubmit  to  your  grace,  if 
there  was  not  fomething  peculiarly 
bafe  and  perfidious  in  Mr.  — 's  call- 
ing me  a  blafphemer  of  my  God  for 
thole  very  verfes,  at  a  time  when  I 
was  abfent,  and  dangeroufly  ill  from 
an  affair  of  honour.     The  charge  too 
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he  knew  was  falfe,  for  the  whole  ri- 
dicule of  thofe   two  pieces  was   con- 
fined to  certain  myfleries,  which  for- 
merly the  unplaced  and  unpenjioued  Mr. 
P —   did  not  think    himfelf  obliged 
even  to  affect  to  believe.     He  added 
another  charge  equally  unjuit,   that  I 
was  the  libeller  of  my  king,  though  he 
was  fenfible  that  I  never  wrote  a  tingle 
line  difrefpe&ful  to  the  facred  perfon 
of  my  fovereign,  but  had  only  attack- 
ed the  defpotifm  of  his  minifters,  with 
the   fpirit  becoming  a  gocd  fubje£fe> 
and    zealous    friend   of  his   country. 
The  reafon  of  this  perfidy  was  plaint, 
He  was  then  beginning  to  pay  homage 
to    the  Scottijh  Idol,    and   I  wis  the 
moil  acceptable  facririce  lie  could  of- 
fer at  the  fhrine  of  Bute.     Hiilory 
fcarcely  gives  fo  remarkable  a  change. 
He    was   a   few   years  ago  the  mad? 
B  2 
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fcditious  tribune  of  the  people,  in- 
(siting  his  fovereign  even  in  his  capi- 
tal city,  now  he  is  the  abject,  crouch- 
ing deputy  of  the  proud  Scot,  who  he 
declared  in  parliament  wanted  wij'dom, 
and  held  principles  incompatible  with 
freedom ;  a  moil  ridiculous  character 
furely  for  a  ftatefman,  and  the  fubject 
of  a.  free  kingdom,  but  the  very  pro- 
per compofition  for  ^favourite1.  Was 
it  poflible  for  me  after  this  to  write  a 
iuppliant  letter  to  L —  Ch — —  ?  I" 
am  the  firft  to  pronounce  myfelf  moffc 
unworthy  of  a  pardon,  if  I  cculd  have 
obtained  it  on  thofe  terms. 

Although  I  declare,  my  lord,  that 
the  confeious  pride  of  virtue  makes 
me  look  down  with  contempt  on  a 
man,  who  could  be  guilty  of  this  bafe- 
nefs,   who  could  in  the  lobby  declare 


that  I  mu ft  be  fupported,  and  in  the 
houfe  on  the  fame  day  defert  and  re- 
vile me,  yet  I  will  on  every  occafion 
do  juftice  to  the  minifter.  He  has 
ferved  the  public  in  all  thofe  points, 
where  the  good  of  the  nation  coin- 
cided with  his  own  private  views;  and 
in  no  other.  I  venerate  the  memory 
of  the  fecretary,  and  I  think  it  an 
honour  to  myielf  that  I  fteadily  fup- 
ported in  parliament  an  adminiftra- 
tion,  the  moft  fuccefsful  we  ever  had, 
and  which  carried  the  glory  of  the 
nation  to  the  higheft  pitch  in  every 
part  of  the  world.  He  found  his 
country  almoft  in  defpair.  He  raifed 
the  noble  fpirit  of  England,  and 
ftrained  every  nerve  againft  our  ene- 
mies. His  plans,  when  in  power, 
were  always  great,  though  in  direct 
oppoiition  to   the   declarations  cf  his 
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•whole  life,  when  out  of  power.  The 
invincible  bravery  of  the  Britifh  troops 
gave  iuccefs  even  to  the  mo/1  ralh, 
the  moil  extravagant,  the  moil  defpe- 
rate  of  his  projects.  He  law  early 
the  hoflile  intentions  of  Spain,  and  il 
the  written  advice  had  been  followed. 
a  very  few  weeks  had  then  probably 
clofed  the  lafl  general  war;  although 
the  merit  of  that  advice  was  more  the 
merit  of  his  noble  brother,  than  his 
own.  After  the  omnipotence  of  lord 
Bute  in  1761  had  forced  Mr.  Pitt  to 
retire  from  his  majefly's  councils,  and 
the  caufe  was  declared  by  himfelf  to 
be  our  conduct  relative  to  Spain,  I 
had  the  happinefs  of  letting  that  affair 
in.  fo  clear  and  advantageous  a  light, 
that  he  expreffed  the  moil  entire  fatis- 
faction,  and  particular  obligations  to 
my   friendship.     I   do    not    however 
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make  this  a  claim  of  merit  to  Mr. 
Pitt.  It  was  my  duty,  from  the  pe- 
culiar advantages  of  information  I 
then  had. 

The  conftitution  of  our  country  has 
no  obligations  to  him.  He  has  left  it 
with  all  its  beauties,  and  all  its  ble- 
miihes.  He  never  once  appeared  m 
earned:  about  any  queftion  of  liberty. 
He  was.  the  caufe  that  in  1764  no 
point  was  gained  for  the  public  in  the 
two  great  queftions  of  general 
warrants,  and  the  seizure  of 
Papers.  The  curled  remains  of  the 
court  of  Star-chamber,  the  enormous 
power  of  the  attorney-general,  the  fole 
great  judicial  officer  of  the  crown, 
who  is  durante  bene  placito,  and  not 
upon  oath,  who  tramples  on  grand 
juriesf  and  breaks  down  the  firft,  the 
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foremoit  barriers  of  liberty,  con- 
tin  le  I  during  his  adminiftration  the 
fame  as  before.  Every  grievance, 
which  was  not  rooted  out  by  the  glo- 
rious revolution,  and  the  latter  ftrug- 
gles  of  our  patriots,  ftill  fubiifts  in 
full  force,  notwithftandin^  the  abfo- 
lute  power  he  exercifed  for  feveral 
years  over  every  department  of  the 
ftate.     But   I  have    done   with    L — 

C .      I  leave  him  to  the  poor  con- 

folation  of  a  place,  a  penfion,  and  a 
peerage,  for  which  he  has  fold  the 
confidence  of  a  great  nation.  Pity 
mall  find  and  weep  over  him. 

I  am  now,  my  lord,  once  more 
driven  from  the  Romans*  to  the  gay, 
the  polite  Athenians ,  but  I  mall  en- 
deavour to  convince  your  grace  that 
I  am  not  totally  left  to  my  country 
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nor  to  myfelf,  in  this  iccne  of  elegant 
dimpation,  and  that  I  do  not  wafle 
the  time  in  unavailing  complaints  of 
my  hard  fate,  and  the  ingratitude  of 
thole  I  have  ferved  with  fuccefs,  for  I 
ihall  very  foon  beg  to  call  the  public 
attention  to  fome  points  of  national 
importance,  and  in  the  mean  time  I 
mall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  do- 
ing myfelf  juflice  againft  the  calum- 
nies, which  a  refllefs  faction  does 
not  ceafe  to  propagate. 

The  affair  of  the  general  war- 
rant, and  the  habeas  corpus,  is 
told  very  unfaithfully,  and  almoft 
ev^ery  particular,  relative  to  my  being 
made  a  prilbner,  and  fent  to  the 
Tower  on  the  30th  of  April  1763, 
has  been  injurioufly  mifreprefented  in 
feveral  late  publications,   I  mall  there- 


fore  ftate  the  transactions  of  that  me- 
morable day,  and  I  may  appeal  to  the 
minutes  taken  at  the  time  for  the  ac- 
curacy of  this  relation. 

On  my  return  from  the  city  early 
in  the  morning,  I  met  at  the  end  of 
Great  Georcre-i1:rcet  one  of  the  kil  i 
■meflengers.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
a  warrant  to  apprehend  me,  which 
he  muft  execute  immediately,  and  that 
I  muft  attend  him  to  lord  Halifax's. 
I  defired  to  fee  the  warrant.  He  fajd 
it  was  agalnfl  the  authors,  printers,  and 
publifhers  of  the  North-Briton,  No.  45, 
and  that  his  verbal  orders  were  to  ar- 
reft  Mr.  Wilkes.  I  told  him  the  war- 
rant did  not  refpect  me :  I  advifed  him 
to  be  very  civil,  and  to  ufe  no  vio- 
lence in  the  Street,  for  if  he  attempt- 
ed force,  I  would  put  him   to  death 
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in  the  infhnt,  but  if  he  would  come 
quietly  to  my  houfe,  I  would  convince 
him  of  the  illegality  of  the  warranty 
and  the  injuftice  of  the  orders  he  had 
received.  He  chofe  to  accompany  me 
heme,  and  then  produced  the  GENE- 
RAL WARRANT.  I  declared  that 
fuch  a  warrant  was  abfolutely  illegal 
and  void  in  itfelf,  that  it  was  a  ridi- 
culous warrant  againfl  the  whole  En- 
glifn  nation,  and  I  aiked  why  he 
would  ierve  it  on  me,  rather  than 
on  the  lord  chancellor,  on  either  of 
the  fecretaries,  on  lord  Bute,  or  lord 
Corke,  my  next  door  neighbour.  The 
anfwer  was,  lam  to  arreji  Mr.  Wilkes. 
About  an  hour  afterwards  two  other 
meiTengers  arrived,  and  feveral  of 
their  ailiftants.  They  all  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  perfuade  me  to  accompany 
them  to  lord  Halifax's.     I  had  like- 
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wife  miny  civil  meiTages  from  his 
lordfhip  to  defire  my  attendance.  My 
only  anfwer  was,  that  I  had  not  the 
honour  of  viilting  his  lordfliip,  and 
this  firft  application  v  is  rather  rude 
and  ungentleman-like. 

Wl  le  lb  me  of  the  meffengers  and 
their  afiiftants  were  with  me,  Air. 
Churchill  came  into  the  room.  I  had 
heard  that  :ir  verbal  orders  were 
likewise  to  hend  him,   but  I  i'ui- 

pected  they  .  not  know  his  perlbn, 
and  by  prefer-  ^  of  mind  I  had  the 
happinefs  of  living  my  friend.  As 
loon  as  Mr.  Churchill  entered  the 
room,  I  accofled  him,  Good  morrow, 
Mr.  Thorn/on.  How  does  Mrs.  Thorn/on 
do  to-day  ?  Docs  fie  dine  in  the  coun- 
try f  Mr.  Churchill  thanked  me,  laid 
flie  then  waited  for  him,  that  he  only 
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came  for  a  moment  to  afk  me  how  I 
did,  and  almoft  directly  took  his  leave. 
He  went  home  immediately,  fecured 
all  his  papers,  and  retired  into  the 
country.  The  meffengers  could  never 
get  intelligence  where  he  was.  The 
following  week  he  came  to  town,  and 
was  prefent  both  the  days  of  hearing 
at  the  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  whole  morning  pa(Ted  in  mef- 
fages  between  lord  Halifax  and  me. 
The  bufinefs  of  the  meiTengers  being 
foon  publickly  known,  feveral  of  my 
friends  came  to  me  on  fo  extraordi- 
nary an  event.  I  defired  two  or  three 
of  them  to  go  to  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  to  make  affidavit  of  my 
being  made  a  prifoner  in  my  own 
houfe  under  an  illegal  warranty  and 
to  demand  a  Habeas  Corpus.  The 
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chief  Juflice  gave  orders  that  it  fhould 
ifTue  immediately. 

A  conftable  came  afterwards  with 
feveral  afliilants  to  the  merTengers.  I 
repeatedly  infilled  on  their  all  leaving 
me,  and  declared  I  would  not  fuffer 
any  one  of  them  to  continue  in  the 
room  againft  my  confent,  for  I  knew 
and  would  fupport  the  rights  of  an 
Englifhmanin  thefanctuary  of  his  own 
houfe.  I  was  then  threatened  with  im- 
mediate violence,  and  a  regiment  of 
the  guards,  if  neceflary.  I  foon  found 
all  refinance  would  be  vain.  The 
conftable  demanded  my  fword,  and 
infilled  on  my  immediately  attending 
the  merTengers  to  lord  Halifax's.  I 
replied,  that  if  they  were  not  afTaflins, 
they  mould  firfl  give  me  their  names 
in   writing.      They    complied   with 
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this,  and  thirteen  fet  their  hands  to 
the   paper.     I  then  got  into  my  own 
chair,  and  proceeded  to  lord  Halifax's, 
guarded  by  the  meffengers  and   their' 
afliflants. 

I  was  conducted  into  a  great  apart- 
ment fronting  the  park,  where  lord 
Halifax  and  lord  Egremont,  the  two 
fecretaries  of  ilate,  were  fitting  at  a 
table  covered  with  paper,  pens  and 
ink.  The  under-fecretaries  flood  near 
their  lordfhips.  Mr.  Lovel  Stanhope 
the  law  clerk,  and  Mr.  Philip  Carteret 
Webb,  the  folicitor  of  the  treafury, 
were  the  only  perfons  befides  who 
attended.  Lord  Egremont  received 
me  with  a  fupercilious,  infolent  air  -, 
lord  Halifax  with  great  politenefs. 
I  was  defired  to  take  the  chair  near 
their  lordfhips,  which  I  did,-  Lord 
C2 
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Halifax  then  began,  that  he  was  really 
concerned  that  he  had  been  necef hated  to 
proceed  in  that  manner  againft  me,  that 
it  was  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that 
a  gentleman  of  my  rank  and  abilities 
could  engage  againft  his  king  and  his 
majefty*s  government.  I  replied,  that  his 
lordfip  could  not  be  inore  mijlaken,  for 
the  king  had  not  afubjec~l  more  zealoujly 
attached  to  his  per/on  and  government 
than  myfelf  that  I  had  all  my  life  been 
a  warm  friend  of  the  hoitfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  the  proteflant  fuccefsion ,  that 
while  I  made  the  trueft  prof efions  of  duty 
to  the  king,  I  was  equally  free  to  declare 
in  the  fame  moment ,  that  I  believed  no 
prince  had  ever  the  misfortune  of  being 
ferved  by  fuch  ignorant t  inj 'blent y  and 
defpotic  miniflers,  of  which  ?ny  being 
there  was  a  frefi,  glaring  proof  for  I 
was   brought  before   their  lordfliips   by 
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force,  under  a  General  Warrant,- 
which  named  no  body,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  of  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament ;  that  I  beg'd  both  - 
their  lordfjips  to  remember  my  prefent 
declaration,  that  on  the  very  firfl  day 
of  the  enfuing  fefjion  of  parliament,  I 
would  fland  up  in  my  place  and  impeach 
them  for  the  outrage  they  had  committed 
in  my  perfon  againji  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     Lord  Halifax  anfwered,  that 
nothing  had  been  done  but  by  the  advice 
of  the  bejl  lawyers,  and  that  it  was  now 
his  duty  to  exa?nine  me,  -    He  had  in.  hfs 
hand  a  long  lift  of  queftions,  regularly- 
numbered.     He  began,  Mr  Wilkes  da 
you  know  Mr*  KearJIy?    when  did  you 
fee  him?  &c.    &c.  I  replied,  that  I 
fufpefted  there  was  a  vain  hope  my  an' 
fwer  would  tend  rather  to    what,  his 
hrdfiip  wijhed  to  know,  that  he  feemed 
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to  be  loft  in  a  dark,  and  intricate  path, 
and  really  wanted  much  light  to  guide 
him  thro  it,  but  that  I  could  aJJ'ure  his 
lordjhip  not  a  Jingle  ray  fiould  come  from 
me.  Lord  Halifax  returned  to  the 
charge,  Mr  Wilkes  do  you  know  Mr 
Kearjly  ?  &c.  &c.  I  faid,  that  this  was 
a  curiojity  on  his  lordjhip 's  part,  which 
however  laudable  in  the  fecretary,  I  did 
not  find  myfelf  difpofed  to  gratify,  and 
that  at  the  end  of  my  examination  all 
the  quires  of  paper  on  their  hrdfiips 
table  Jlmdd  be  as  milk  white  as  at  the 
beginning.  Lord  Halifax  then  defired 
to  remind  me  of  my  being  their  pr  if  oner, 
and  of  their  right  to  examine  me.  I  an- 
fwered,  that  I  fiould  imagine  their 
lordjlnps  time  was  too  precious  to  be 
trifled  away  in  that  manner,  that  they 
might  have  fen  before  I  would  never 
fay  one  word  they  defired  to  know,  and 
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I  added,  Indeed,  my  lords,  I  am  not 
made  of  fuch  flight,  flimfy  fluff;  then, 
turning  to  lord  Egremont,  I  laid, 
could  you  employ  tortures,  I  would  never 
utter  a  word  unbecoming  my  honour, 
or  offering  the  f acred  confidence  of  any 
friend.  God  has  given  me  Jirmnefs  and 
fidelity.  Tou  trifle  away  your  time  mofi 
egregioufiy,  my  lords.  Lord  Halifax 
then  advifed  me,  to  weigh  well  the  con- 
fequences  of  my  conduB,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  ?nyf elf  of  a  generous,  frank  con- 
feffion,  I  lamented  the  profiitution  of  the 
word,  Generous,  to  what  I  Jhould 
confider  as  an  aff  of  the  utmofi  treachery, 
cowardice  and  wickednefs.  His  lord- 
fliip  then  afked  me,  if  I  chofe  to  be 
prifoner  in  my  own  houfe,  at  the  Tower, 
or  in  Newgate,  for  he  was  difpofed  to 
oblige  me.  I  gave  his  lordlhip  my 
thanks,  but,  I defired  to  remark,  that 


I  never  received  an  obligation,  but  from 
a  friend ',  that  I  demanded  jufice,  and  my 
immediate  liberty,  as  an  englifhman,  who 
had  not  offended  the  laws  of  his  country ; 
that  as  to  the  rejl,  it  was  beneath  my 
attention,  the  odious  idea  of  rejlraint 
:  the  fame  odious  idea  every  where, 
that  I  would  go  where  I plea  fed,  and if I 
was  refrained  by  a  fuperior  force,  I  muff 
yield  to  the  violence,  but  would  never 
give  colour  to  it  by  a  foameful  compro- 
mife  ;  that  every  thing  was  indifferent  to 
me  in  comparifon  of  my  honour  and  li- 
berty -,  that  I  ?nade  my  appeal  to  the 
laws  ;  and  had  already  by  my  friends 
applied  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
which  the  chief  fufice  had  aclually  or- 
dered to  be  iffued,  and  that  I  hoped  to 
owe  my  df charge  folely  to  my  innocence, 
and  to  the  vigour  of  the  law  in  a  free 
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country.  Lord  Halifax  then  told  me, 
that  Ifiould  befent  to  the  Tower,  where 
I  fl:ould  be  treated  in  a  manner  fuit able 
to  my  rank,  and  that  he  hoped  the  mef- 
fengers  had  behaved  well  to  me.  I  ac- 
knowledged that  they  had  behaved 
with  humanity,  and  even  civility  to  me, 
not  with/landing  the  ruffian  orders  given 
thetn  by  his  lordfiip's  colleague.  I  then 
turned  again  to  lord  Egremont,  and 
faid,  Tour  lord/hip's  verbal  orders  were 
to  drag  me  out  of  my  bed  at  midnight. 
The  Jirjl  man,  who  had  entered  my  bed 
chamber  by  force,  I  fhould  have  laid 
dead  on  the  fpot.  Probably  I  Jloould 
have  fallen  in  the  Jkirmifld  with  the 
dthers.  I  thank  God,  not  your  lord- 
flip,  that  fuch  a  fcene  of  blood  has  bee>i 
avoided.  Tour  lord/hip  is  very  ready  to 
iffue  orders,  which  you  have  neither 
courage  tofign,  nor  I  believe  to  juftify* 
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No  reply  was  made  to  this.  The  con- 
verfation  dropped.  Lord  Halifax  re- 
tired into  another  apartment.  Lord 
Egremont  continued  fallen  and  filent 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  then 
made  a  few  remarks  on  fome  capital 
pictures,  which  were  in  the  room, 
and  his  lordfhip  left  me  alone. 

I    was    afterwards   conducted   into 
another    apartment.      I    found    there 
feveral   of  my  friends,    in  argument 
with   the   moil   infamous    of  all  the. 
tools  of  that  adminiftration  Mr.  P— 

C — .      He   confirmed    to    me, 

that  I  was  to  be  carried  to  the  Tower, 
and  <wified  to  know  if  I  bad  any  favours 
to  afk.  I  replied,  that  I  was  ufed  to 
confer,  not  to  receive  favours,  that  I 
was  fuperior  to  the  receiving  any  even 
from  his  Mafters,  that  all  I  would  fay 
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to  him  was,   if  my  valet  de  chambre  was 
allowed  to  attend  me  in  the  Tower,   I 
jloould  be  JJoaved  and  have  a  clean  flirt, 
if  he    was    not,  I  Jhould  have  a   long 
beard,     and  dirty  linnen.     Mr.  W — 
faid,    that  orders  would  be  given  for  his 
admifjion  at  the  Tower.     I  complained 
of  the  fliameful  evafion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  in  fending  me  to  the  Tower, 
though  the  orders  of  the  chief  juftice 
Pratt  were  known.     Mr  W —  made 
no  reply  to  this.   He  came  to  vifit  me 
at  the  Tower  in  the  beginning  of  my 
imprifonment,  when   I  had  not  the 
permiffion  to  fee  any  friend.    I  defired 
him  almoft  at  his  firft  entrance  to  take 
his  leave  for  if  1  was  not  allowed  to  fee 
thofe  I  loved,  I  would  not  fee  thofe  1 
defpifed. 

While  I  continued  in  the  Tower, 
I  was  prefTed  to  offer  bail  in  order  to 
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regain  my  liberty,  and  two  of  the  firfl 
nobility  defired  to  be  my  fecurities  in 
the  fum  of  £.  100,000  each.  I  was 
e  xeedingly  grateful  fur  the  offer,  but 
would  not  accept  it.  I  obferved,  that 
neither  my  hc.ilth  nor  my  fpirits  were 
affected,  that  I  would  by  great  tem- 
perance and  abstinence  endeavour  to 
compenfate  the  want  of  air  and  exer- 
cife,  but  if  my  health  fuffered  in  a 
dangerous  way,  I  would  then  accept 
fuch  generous  offers,  for  I  hoped  to 
live  that  fo  noble  a  caufe  might  be 
brought  to  a  glorious  iffue  for  the  li- 
berties of  my  country.  From  the 
beginning  of  this  arduous  bufinefs,  I 
would  not  on  any  occafion  give  bail, 
by  which  I  never  involved  any  friend, 
and  remained  the  perfect  matter  of 
my  own  conduct. 
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I  mall  now,  my  lord,  proceed  to  do 
myfelf  juftice  againft  a  calumny  of 
— ,  a  p-rf-n  of  the  mean- 
eft  natural  parts,  and  infinitely  be- 
neath all  regard,  except  from  the  ■ 
he  bears,  with  the  utmoft  difcredit  to 
himfelf,  with. equal  difgrace  and  in- 
fumciency  to  the  public.  I  find  the 
■  —  acquainted,  that  — ,  upon  Tuef- 
day  laft,  received  a  letter  by  the  ge- 
neral poft  from  Mr.  W  ,  dated 
Paris  the  nth  inftant,  inclofing  a 
paper  in  the  French  Language,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  Certificate  of  one  of 
the  French  king's  phyficians,  and  of 
a  furgeon  of  the  faid  king's  army, 
relating  to  the  Hate  of  Mr.  Wilkes's 
health,  fubferibed  with  two  names, 
but  not  authenticated  before  a  notary 
public,  nor  the  fignature  thereof  veri- 
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fied  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  Then 
follow  the  letter  and  certificate.  The 
infinuation  is  too  plain  to  be  over- 
looked. The  Signature  was  verified 
by  my  letter.  It  is  certain  that  the 
certificate  was  in  all  the  ufual  fortns ; 
yet  tho'  the  affair  was  determined 
with  refpect  to  me,  and  I  was  expelled 

the on  the  fame   day,  without 

any  time  being  allowed  for  other 
proof,  a  regard  to  truth,  and  my  own 
honour,  made  me  give  the  molt,  com- 
pleat  anfwer  to  this,  I  fent  a  fecond 
certificate  in  the  form  they  had  pre- 
ferred themfelves,  attefted  by  two 
notaries,  and  confirmed  by  the  En- 
gl iih  E— — .    I  wrote  likewife  again 

to on   the   5th  of  February 

following,  but  neither  the  fecond  let- 
ter, certificate,  or  atteftation,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  .     I  have,  how* 
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ever,  my  lord,  taken  care  that  they 
mould  be  published,  for  in  a  free  go- 
vernment like  ours,  I  will  endeavour 
through  my  life  to  emulate  the  fpirit 
of  ancient  Rome,  provoco  ad  populum  ; 
and  while  the  people  do  not  condemn 
me,  I  mail,  perhaps  in  this,  moil 
certainly  in  every  fucceeding  age,  ri£e 
fuperior  to  any  party  cabal,  or  court 
faction.  This  ftep  covered  my  ene- 
mies with  confufion,  but  was  of  no 
farther  lervice  to  me.  The  party  war 
againfl  me  ceafed  of  courfe  in  , 

but  flamed  with  equal  fury  in  ■  . 

By  the  ,  Page723>  I  find 

that  I  am  guilty  of  writi?2g  and  pub- 
lijhing  the  paper,  intituled  "  The 
North-Briton,  No.  45,"  and  that  fe-% 
veral  witnefles  were  examined.   There 

is  not  however  in  the  ■ ■  a 

Da 
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fingle  word  of  the  evidence  they  gave, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  not  one  of 
them  did,  or  could  fay  any  thing  re- 
lative to  the  authorfiip.  The  evidence 
of  the  publication  was  exceeding  flight, 
but  the  willingnefs  of  the  j —  made 
ample  amends  for  the  deficiency  of 
the  witneffes,  who  were  not  upon 
oath.  The  administration  did  not 
chufe  to  rifk  either  of  thefe  charges 
againfl  me  even  in  the  court  of 
Kings-Bench,  and  I  was  only  tried 
for  a  re-publication.  I  will  never  blufh 
at  the  imputation  of  being  the  author 
of  that  paper,  becaufe  I  know  that 
truth  is  refpedied  in  every  line.  One 
circumftance  will  foon  fully  appear  to 
the  indignant  public ;  I  mean  the 
large  debt  on  the  civil  lift,  contract- 
ed chiefly  by  the  fcandalous  purchafe 
of  a  — — —  approbation   of  the 
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late  ignominious  peace,  the  arbitrary 
excife,  and  other  ruinous  meafures  of 
the  ScottiJJj  minifter.  But  I  leave  the 
affair  of  the  civil  lift  to  a  future  exact 
difcuffion. 

The  laft  calumny,  my  lord,  which 
I  mall  difprove,  refpects  the  actions 
at  law    againft   lord  Halifax.     It   is 
faid   that  I   have  neglected,   or  pur- 
pofely    difcontinued   them,  iince  my 
exile.       The    imputation    is    totally 
groundlefs.    I  was  fo  ill  at  Paris  in  the 
beginning  of   the  year  1764,   that  it 
was   imporlible  for  me  then  to  return 
to  England  alive,  but  I  gave  the  molt 
exprefs   orders   that  the  law  proceed^ 
ings;mould  be  carried  on  with  vigour, 
and  in  fact  there  was  not  a  moment's 
delay.      When  my  wound   began   to 
heal  in  the  fpring,  I  was  diffuaded 

d3 
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"by  all  my  friends  from  returning  to 
a  country,  where  the  fame  adminis- 
tration, which  had  illegally  feized  my 
perfon,  plundered  my  houfe,  and  cor- 
rupted the  fidelity  of  my  fervants, 
were  ftill  in  full  power.  I  yielded  to 
thefe  reafons,  becaufe  propter  eorum 
Jcelus,  mbil  mlhi  intra  meos  parities 
tutu??i,  nihil  injidiis  vacuum  viderem. 
Lord  Halifax  for  near  two  years  avail- 
ed himfelf  of  every  advantage,  which 
privilege  and  the  chicane  of  law  could 
furniih.  He  never  entered  any  ap- 
pearance to  a  court  of  juftice,  and 
the  Common  Pleas  had,  as  far  as 
they  could,  punifhed  fuch  an  open 
contempt,  fuch  a  daring  proof  that 
Adminijlration  would  not  fubmlt  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  had  endea- 
voured to  compel  his  lordfhip  to  ap- 
pear.    Towards  the  end  of  1764  I 
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was'  outlaw  d.  The  proceedings  con- 
tinued again  ft  his  lordfhip  till  that 
hour.  He  then  appeared,  and  his 
Tingle  plea  was,  that  as  an  outlaw,  I 
could  not  hold  any  action.  No  other 
defence  was  made  againft  the  heinous 
charge  of  having  in  my  perfon  violated 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

I  felt  this,  my  lord,  as  the  molt 
cruel  ftroke,  which  fortune  had  given 
me.  Juftice  had  at  length  overtaken 
many  of  the  inferior  criminals,  but 
my  oat-lawry  prevented  my  punim- 
ing,  the  great,  the  capital  offender, 
when  after  all  his  fubterfuges,  he  was 
almoft  within  my  reach.  I  pleafe 
myfelf  however  with  the  reflection 
that  no  minifter  has  lince  dared  to 
iffue  a  general  warrant,  nor  to 
iign  an  order  for   the   seizure    ojt 
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papers.  In  the  one  the  perfonal 
liberty  of  every  fubject  is  immediately 
concerned.  On  the  other  may  de- 
pend not  only  his  own  fafety  and 
property,  but  what  will  come  ftill 
more  home  to  a  man  of  honour,  the 
fecurity,  the  happinefs  of  thofe,  with 
whom  he  is  mod:  intimately  connect- 
ed, their  fortunes,  their  future  views, 
perhaps  fecrets,  the  diicovery  of  which 
would  drive  the  coldelt  ftoic  to  de- 
fpair,  their  very  exiflence  pombly,  all 
that  is  important  in  the  public  walk 
of  life,  all  that  is  dear  and  facred  in 
friendfhip  and  in  love.  I  was  the  loft 
oppreffed,  but  I  was  the  Jirjl  man, 
who  had  the  courage  to  carry  through 
a  juft  refinance  to  thefe  acts  of  def- 
potifm.  Now  the  opinions  of  our 
fovereign  courts  of  juftice  are  known 
and  eftablifhed.     I  rejoice  that  feveral 
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others,  who  fufTered  before  me,  have 
fince  made  their  appeal  to  the  laws, 
and  obtained  redrefs.  I  hope  the  iron 
rod  of  rninifterial  oppreffion  is  at 
length  broken,  and  that  I  am  the  laft 
victim  of  violence  and  cruelty.  I 
mail  not  then  regret  all  the  facrifices 
I  have  made,  and  my  mind  mail  feaft 
itfelf  with  the  recollection  in  the 
unjufr.  exile  I  am  doom'd  to  furTer 
from  my  friends  and  my  native  land. 

I  will  now,  my  lord,  only  add, 
however  unfashionable  fuch  a  decla- 
ration may  be,  that  confiflency  mall 
never  depart  from  my  character,  that 
to  the  laft  moment  I  will  preferve 
the  fame  fixed  and  unconquerable  ha- 
tred to  the  enemies  of  freedom  and 
the  constitution  of  our  happy  illand, 
the   fame   warm   attachment  to  the 
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friends  and  thecaufe  of  liberty,  that 
I  keep  a  fteady  and  a  longing  eye  on 
England,  that  my  endeavours  for  the 
good  and  fervice  of  my  country,  by 
every  method  left  me,  mall  have  a 
period  only  with  my  hfe,  and  that 
although  I  do  not  mean  to  lay  any 
future  claim  to  your  grace's  favour,  I 
will  take  care  to  fecure  your  eileem* 

I  am, 

My  lord, 

Your  grace's  moft  obedient, 

and  very  humble  fervant, 
JOHN   WILKES. 
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Gratias  tibi,  De  us  op  time,  maxi- 
me,  cujus  nutu  &  imperio  nata  eft 
&  aucla  Res  Anglicana,  lubens 
lastufque  ago,  libertate  publica 
in  hanc  diem  6c  horam,  per  manus, 
quod  voluifti,  meas,  fervata,  eandem 
&  in  aeternum  ferva,  fove,  protege 
propitiate,  fupplex  oro» 
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